


Once Upon a Time
People actually believed in dragons!

One map from 1430 has this text written above a ferocious creature:

'Here also are huge men 
having horns four feet 

long, and there are 
serpents also of such 

magnitude that they can 
eat an ox whole'.



Once Upon a Time

Most things that couldn’t be explained were blamed on dragons – bad 
weather, failing crops, disease and war. Anything that didn’t quite go to 

plan could be blamed on a dragon!



Dragons, Dragons Everywhere
Dragons have appeared in every ancient culture since 

the beginning of time.

They could be a force 
for good or evil.

They could live at the 
bottom of a sea or lake.

They could live in thunder 
clouds and create storms 

and lightning.

They could breathe 
fire and have 

enormous power.



Dragon vs Man

Scandinavian hero Beowulf slew Grendel and his mother and, 
in turn, was himself slain by a dragon. 

In many cultures, the dragon was seen as the enemy 
of man and was to be slain at all costs.

In Greek mythology, a dragon fought for the Titans, attacked Athena 
and was eventually banished to the heavens to be a star. 

In Babylon, the Chaldean Tiamat was overcome by Marduk. 



Dragon vs Man

One of the labours of Hercules was to slay the dragon Ladon.

Saint George defeated the 
dragon threatening the 

people of Silene.



Types of Dragon

Western Dragon

Eastern Dragon A New Sort of Dragon

Chinese Dragon
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Western Dragon

• When you think ‘dragon’, you 
probably think of the western-
style dragon. 

• Western dragons are usually 
painted as evil, mean and 
bloodthirsty. 

• Traditionally, they protected 
huge hoards of gold and jewels 
hidden in their lairs. 

The dragon killed by Saint George and the 
red dragon on the national flag of Wales 
are western-style dragons.
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The Chinese Dragon
This dragon is very detailed. 

There are nine main features that 
are represented.

1. The head is that of a camel.
2. Its eyes are a demon’s.
3. Its ears are a cow’s.
4. Its horns are the branched antlers of a stag.
5. Its neck is a snake’s.
6. Its belly is a clam’s.
7. The soles of its feet are a tiger’s.
8. Its claws are that of an eagle. 
9. The 117 scales covering its long body are 

those of a carp. (81 of them are made of a 
kindly essence, or yang and 36 with a 
destructive essence, or yin.)



The Chinese Dragon Boat Festival
The dragon is so important to Chinese culture that they devote entire 

celebrations to it.

The dragon boat was traditionally made and raced in the Pearl River 
Delta but over the past 100 years, it has developed into an 

international sport.

Back



The Eastern Dragons
• There are three families of Eastern 

dragons: three-toed, four-toed, and 
five-toed. 

• Three-toed dragons are Japanese. 
• Four-toed dragons are Indonesian 

or Korean. 
• Five-toed dragons are Chinese. 
• They are shown in the colours blue, 

black, white, red or yellow.
• Eastern dragons are usually shown 

with a pearl in their mouth, under 
their chin or in their claws.
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A New Sort of Dragon
Kenneth Grahame (author of The Wind in the Willows) wrote about a 

kindly dragon in his story, The Reluctant Dragon.

This was a different attitude to the Western dragon and began a 
tradition of stories about gentle and generous dragons such as Pete’s 

Dragon and How to Train Your Dragon. 
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What Can You Remember about Dragons?

Solve the clues on 
the crossword slide 

to complete 
the puzzle.
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Across
4. Greek dragon was banished as this.
6. Colour of Welsh dragon.
7. Dragon with nine features. 
8. Famous Dragon slayer and patron 
saint of England.

Down
1. Killed the Babylonian dragon. 
2. Slew the dragon Ladon. 
3. Beowulf killed this dragon. 
5. Number of toes on a Japanese dragon.

Click Here for Answers




