
 
 

Year 5/6 English and Guided Reading 

Work Pack - 8th June, 2020. 

 

This week, your English/Guided Reading work pack will be based 

on a video clip https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6HfBbSUORvo 

- The Lighthouse.  

By the end of the week, your task is to write a newspaper 

article about the event in the video – you are the reporter . You can use the 

template attached to write it or type it on a computer if possible? Maybe 

complete each number on a different day. 

Here is a SC of what we would love to see in your writing, 

Year 5 Year 6 

 Make deliberate choices of 

sentence length and structure 

for impact on the reader 

 Use  fonted prepositional 

phrases for greater effect (Eg - 

Throughout the stormy 

winter,Far beneath the frozen 

water- Interesting sentence 

starters. 

 Use brackets, dashes or commas 

to indicate parenthesis 

 Use a wide range of clause 

structures, sometimes varying 

their position within the sentence 

(embedded clauses, fronted 

adverbials) 
 Use speech correctly 

 Use adverbs (words to describe 

verbs eg silently) 

 Use prepositional phrases (On 

top of the hill,) 

 Use expanded noun phrases 

effectively (Icy, chilled water) 

 Use a wide range of clause 

structures, sometimes varying 

their position within the 

sentence (embedded clauses, 

fronted adverbials etc) 

 Link ideas across paragraphs 

(Shortly after,) 

 Use speech punctuation 

correctly. 

 Ensure the consistent and 

correct use of tense throughout 

a piece of writing. 

 Select synonyms accurately for 

effect rather than as an 

alternative for an original word 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6HfBbSUORvo


 
 

 

Below is an example of a newspaper article, 

 

Have a think.. 

What do you like about this 

newspaper article? 

Is there anything you could make 

better? 



 
 

 

 

You might find the above word mat useful for your writing. 

 

1.) Watch the clip. Stop when the candle blows out.  

Can you make predictions as to what might happen next?  

Continue to watch to the end. Were your predictions 

accurate? Were you surprised? 

You may want to watch the video a few times and do a story 

map of the video to help you remember the key events in 

order. 



 
 

2.) Why might this incident be newsworthy? Your first job is to write a headline for 

your newspaper (examples below). Remember, headlines should be eye catching to grab 

your reader's attention. You may also want to include a byline. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are some examples to 

help.. which ones do you think 

are more effective and why? 



 
 

 

3) Next think about what the 

lead, introductory paragraph of 

your newspaper needs to 

contain?  

 

 

 

 

Look at the resource 

below showing some 

newspaper lead 

paragraph examples. 

The lead paragraph also 

needs to grab the 

reader's attention and 

be no longer than about 

2 sentences to 

summarise the story. 

Can you identify in each 

example, which of the 5 

Ws (who, what, where, 

why, when) are present. 

Not all of the 5 Ws 

have to be covered.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

What do you think the main points of the lighthouse story are, what do we need the 

reader to know? Maybe bullet point them as notes ready for your writing.. 

 

4.) Have a go at writing your lead paragraph. Remember to keep your reader engaged! 

Remember to use precise vocabulary choices and a journalistic voice (year 6) 

 

5.) Many newspapers contain an interview with 

somebody involved in the story. Write down  5 

questions for the lighthouse keeper that you would 

like to know the answer to. Now, pretend you are 

the light house keeper - what might your answers 

be? You could then use these quotes in the main 

body of your newspaper.  If you would rather, you 

can do the same activity for a villager. 



 
 

Here is a reminder about how to punctuate speech,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

6.) Write the main body of your newspaper.

 

  

Word bank of ideas to help you 

.  

 

 

 



 
 

 

7.) Write your final paragraph /tail of your 

newspaper article.  

8.) Remember to read your work through 

carefully. 

 

We would love to see your finished newspaper 

articles! 

 

 

Please also have a look at the'Summer Reading Challenge 2020'. 

There are lots of books to read, little challenges and lots of fun 

games  

This is the weblink: https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/ 

 

https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/

