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3rd September 2021 
 
Dear parents and carers,  
 
Our children are back in school and learning! It is so lovely to have our schools alive again and mixing with 
each other; the classrooms are fabulous learning environments for them too. Teachers have been busy 
preparing exciting lessons and new topics and the curriculum letters will be out by the end of the week.  
Children are proudly wearing their new uniforms and shoes!  
Please can you remind children not to bring personal items in from home except uniform, PE kits, drinks 
bottles and coats etc. 
 
We need to update you on a few things:  
 
Covid 
 
Tracing close contacts and isolation 
School attendance is mandatory for all pupils of compulsory school age and it is a priority to ensure that as 
many children as possible regularly attend school. The Government no longer recommends that it is 
necessary to keep children in ‘bubbles’. This has already made a huge difference to the children and adults 
in the school. We can now play and learn together again! 
 
Children and adults are not required to self-isolate if they live in the same household as someone with 
COVID-19, or are a close contact of someone with COVID-19 if any of the following apply: 
 

 they are fully vaccinated 

 they are below the age of 18 years and 6 months 

 they have taken part in or are currently part of an approved COVID-19 vaccine trial 

 they are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons 
 
Instead, they will be contacted by NHS Test and Trace, informed they have been in close contact with a 
positive case and advised to take a PCR test. We would encourage all individuals to take a PCR test if 
advised to do so. 
 
Close contact is considered when you have:  
 

 had face-to-face contact with someone less than a metre away 

 been within one metre for one minute or longer without face-to-face contact 

 been within 2 metres of someone for more than 15 minutes. 
 

http://www.bedenhamandholbrookfederation.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test


 

 

We have a contingency plan for a local outbreak or any child who has to isolate because they have tested 
positive, and this can be found on our website. 
 
Face coverings 
Face coverings are no longer advised for pupils, staff and visitors either in classrooms or in communal 
areas.  Parents are able to come to the main office and to attend school events.  
 
Home learning 
We aim to support all of the children in continuing to catch up on lost learning. Reading underpins so many 
things in school and is such an important skill. Please do this each day with your child. If time, Times Tables 
Rockstars and Spelling Frame are also fun ways to support catch up. We will be having “workshops” for 
parents to enable you to support your child and we would encourage you to come along. If you would like 
information but are working, please contact the admin office.  
 
Parent Meet and Greet evenings 
It is lovely to be able to invite parents in once again- your first opportunity will be on the week beginning 
13th September when we will be inviting you in to talk about the year ahead and to chat about how your 
child has settled.  If you have any concerns, or need to update us with new contact details, please call the 
office. You will be contacted about exact dates and times in the next few days.   
 
P.S.  Bedenham is in desperate need of volunteers to help tame our wildlife area. No skills are needed, 
just energy and a sense of humour! If you like gardening, we would love to start a gardening club at both 
schools during lunchtimes. Please contact the school office if you can help. 
 
We are “out and about” at the end and beginning of the school day so please do not hesitate to contact 
your child’s class teacher or an member of Senior leadership team if you have any problems or concerns. 
 
Warm regards 
 
 

       
 
 
Wendy Bolton    Rachelle Tomkins    Caroline Wood 
Executive Headteacher      Deputy Headteacher, Holbrook  Head Teacher, Bedenham 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


