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Tuesday 2nd March 2021 
 

Opening arrangements for Bedenham           
 

Dear Parents and Carers,                                                                                                                                
 
From 8 March all children return to school and attendance will be mandatory once again from this date. 
Mandatory attendance means that it is your legal duty as a parent to send your child (if they are of 
compulsory school age) to school. We are looking forward to welcoming all of the children back to school 
and enabling them to confidently return to school life. 
 
Children who live with someone who is clinically extremely vulnerable should still attend school or college. 
Information for parents is available from the Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health.  
 
If you have concerns about your child attending, you should discuss these with Mrs Wood or Mrs Tomkins. 
They should be able to explain ways we are changing things to reduce risks. 
 
In this letter we will outline our: health and safety procedures, school routine and timings, curriculum, 
pastoral support, assessment plans and our contingency plans should there be another local or 
national spike in COVID cases. 
 
Health and Safety Procedures 

 Your child should not attend if they have developed one or more symptoms or tested positive, and 
your child may be asked to self-isolate from the day of contact with an individual who tested positive 
and the next 10 full days if they have been in close, face-to-face contact with someone who has 
tested positive for the virus. 

 We will ensure that everyone (adults and children) cleans their hands thoroughly more often than 
usual, including when they arrive, when they return from breaks, when they change rooms and 
before and after eating - this should be done for 20 seconds with soap and running water or hand 
sanitiser. 

 We promote the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach, to ensure good respiratory hygiene. 

 We have enhanced cleaning systems in place, including regular touch point cleaning. 

 Ventilation is in line with Government guidance.  

 Children are grouped as classes and in bubbles and will continue to not mix. 

 There is minimal contact between staff members from different bubbles. 
 
PE 
PE equipment will remain in bubbles for the week, and will be regularly disinfected.  The equipment will be 
returned to the PE cupboard on a Friday and fresh equipment picked on a Monday. PE will be taken 
outdoors weather permitting, and where we have wet weather, if possible the PE sessions will take place in 
smaller group sizes in the halls. PE kit is brought in for the half term, and kept in classrooms alongside PE 
equipment. PE sessions will involve socially distanced sessions wherever possible.   
 
Equipment 
Classes have their own allocated equipment. Children will continue to use their own equipment, which is 
kept in labelled trays. Children from Y2 upwards will be given individual pencil cases containing their own 
writing tools which will be kept in their trays overnight.  Pupils should only bring in necessary items from 

http://www.bedenhamandholbrookfederation.co.uk/
https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/resources/covid-19-resources-parents-carers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection#symptoms


home and items will not be shared. Children should bring in PE kits, lunch, water bottles and coats etc. 
Classrooms will have forward facing desks as far as possible, with children sitting next to but not opposite 
each other.  Children within bubbles are not expected to have a 1m distance between them.  
Outdoor play equipment is allocated to each bubble and is cleaned after each bubble uses it.  
 
Lunches 
Packed lunch boxes and water bottles need to be brought in daily, cleaned at home and stored within the 
bubbles. Children will continue to eat lunch in their classrooms at their own desks unless they are in YR. 

  
Face Coverings 
The requirement to wear face coverings does not apply to younger children in nurseries, childminders and 
primary schools. Adults (including staff and visitors) should wear face coverings in situations where social 
distancing between adults is not possible. We therefore ask you and other visitors to continue to wear 
face coverings if you come on site including at pick up and drop off. 
 
Testing 
Pre-school children and primary aged pupils do not need to be regularly tested. However, staff will be 
taking part in the asymptomatic testing programme to help reduce transmission of the virus and keep 
everyone safe.  
 
School Routine and timings 

 

Only one adult to drop off or pick up please.  
 
Classroom doors will be open from 8.35 each morning.  
Registration starts at 8.45am and school finishes at 3.05pm.  
There is a one-way system in place around the bike shed area.  All gates will be open as usual.  
The only classes with staggered start times are those in YR and Y3 and Y4. 
 
Year R Brown Bears: 8.40 am till 2.55pm 
Year R polar bears: 8.45 am till 3.00pm 
Year R panda bears: 8.55am till 3.05pm  
 
Y34 Leopards, Orangutans and Elephants will be able to enter as they arrive from 8.35am, to their class 

bubbles, ensuring there is reduced congestion outside the blue door.   

Orang-utans pick up at 2.55pm 

Elephants pick up at 3.00pm  

Leopards pick up at 3.05pm 

 

Parents we need you to: 

 stand at two metres from each other  

 only have one parent pick up and drop off per family; this reduces congestion. 

 continue to wear face coverings 

 Keep children close by you to reduce bubble mixing  

 leave promptly once children are dropped off  

Breakfast Club  
Breakfast club will continue at 7.30 am and children will be escorted to classes ready for the staggered start 
of the day/at 8.30am. The price for Breakfast Club is £1.50, which includes a healthy breakfast (cereal, 
toast, spreads and juice) and activities to promote healthy choices and social interaction.  Breakfast will not 
be served after 8.15am.  Children who are eligible for Free School Meals, receive Breakfast club for free.  
 
The Curriculum 
We will continue to give your child a broad, balanced and engaging curriculum. Assemblies will continue to 
take place virtually. English, Maths and Science, along with regular PE and PSHE (Personal, social and 
health education) sessions will take priority over other subjects until further notice.   
 
Pastoral Support 



We are well aware that children will have had very different experiences over the lockdown period.  We will 
be keeping a very close eye on children’s wellbeing and happiness and will be quick to act if they do not 
seem themselves.  We value any input from parents as to concerns they have about their child’s wellbeing. 
Our Home School Link Workers, Mrs East and Mrs Edwards, will be pleased to hear from you. 
  
We understand some children will find it hard to stay in their class bubble and we may need to contact 
parents to collect any children who are risking the safety of others by refusing to return and stay within their 
class bubble. At this time, we will be looking at how we manage behaviour in school to enable all children 
and adults to be safe. If a child is unsafe, a phone call home will be made for immediate collection of the 
child.  
 
Assessment 
We will begin assessing children as soon as they arrive, in an informal way using a diagnostic approach in 
small groups. Teachers will be looking to consolidate taught learning and identify gaps. Reports will be sent 
home in the usual way during the summer term. 
 
COVID-19 and contingency plans 
From March 1st, the government has confirmed twice-weekly testing using rapid lateral flow tests will be 
given for free to all families and households with primary, secondary school and college aged children and 
young people, including childcare and support bubbles, to help find more COVID-19 cases and break 
chains of transmission. This will be via a new home ordering service, which once launched on 1 March will 
allow people to order lateral flow tests online to be delivered to their home 
Should a child or adult at school, show symptoms of Covid-19, they will be isolated and sent home 
immediately.  The parent will be requested by the schools to ensure that their child takes a test.   
 
This is easy to organise at: 
 
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test 
 
Should we get a child or member of staff testing positive for Covid-19, we will follow Government advice 
and guidance.  In the first instance, this will involve contacting Public Health England who will do a rapid 
risk assessment and advise us on next steps.  This may include partial or full closure of the school. We will 
also engage with the NHS Test and Trace process who will alert those who have been in contact with that 
person.   
 
Should we need to close a bubble, or the school, we will provide education through our virtual 
platform.   
 
If a member of your family show symptoms, we need you to alert us straight away and as a parent, 
you will need to be ready and willing to: 

 Book a COVID-19 test 

 Self-Isolate if you or child has been in close contact with them. 
 

Please inform us immediately of the results of COVID-tests you have received; this will help us keep 
everyone safe.  
 
Please let us know if your contact details have been changed; it is important we can contact you quickly! 
 
In the meantime, we wish you a safe and very happy return to school; should you have any questions or 
concerns, please contact the office on adminoffice@bedenham.hants.sch.uk.  
 
Thank you for your understanding and continued support.   
 
Warm Regards  

 
Mrs Wendy Bolton   Mrs Caroline Wood      
Executive Headteacher                      Head of School             
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