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Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
The last week of term is here and the summer holidays are beckoning us! It has been at times a difficult year for everyone and I 
am deeply thankful for the support you have given.  
 
This term we have had some amazing curriculum activities to celebrate. Our Art Galleries were outstanding and a visit from the 
Mayor was amazing; we hope you have had chance to see the artwork on the website?  Sports days were enjoyed by all and 
luckily the weather was fine enough for us to complete events eventually!  We have also voted in new Sports Captains and Y6 
House Captains for next Year.  Well done to them…they are being measured up for their House coloured tops as we write. Year 6 
performances have humbled us all and the quality of the productions just goes from strength to strength – we are extremely 
proud as always of our leavers and we wish them every success in the future. 
 
We say a few hail and farewells: 
At Bedenham, Mrs Harvey and Mrs Pellatt are retiring with nearly half a century working at Bedenham between them- they 
deserve to put their feet up! Miss Gray leaves us for West Hill Park School and Miss Brett takes her place in YR. Mrs Beattie 
leaves us too.  Miss Bryant joins us in Year 3. We wish them all well in the future! We have lots of new Teaching Assistants and 
lunchtime staff joining us as well.  You may notice a few bumps appearing around school and we are pleased to announce that 
Miss Brooks, Mrs Barker and Miss Stockwell are expecting babies in the next academic year.  
 
At Holbrook we welcome new Teaching Assistants Mrs Evans to Year R, Miss Stanton to Year 3 and Mrs Aston and Mrs Young in 
Penguins. Mrs Young will be working in Penguins 2 and will be covering Mrs Derrick when she takes maternity leave later this 
year. Miss Tuck, who many of you are already familiar with, will be joining us as class teacher in Year 5. We say goodbye to Mrs 
Ayrton in Year R and one of our Lunch Supervisors, Mrs Bowstead. Miss Feltham will be joining the lunch team in September. 
Our school office will have a new face, Miss Whitlam. Also, Miss Dennett will be back at Holbrook in Year 6 after her time 
working at Bedenham. Finally Mrs Davies will be based over in Bedenham covering Miss Brooks maternity leave. 
 
Mrs Kelly will be working across the Federation as our new Business Manager and Mrs Stedman and Miss Carter will be non class 
based across the Federation next year to support English and maths recovery. 
 
Well done to the teaching staff who took part in the Macmillan Mighty Hike along the Thames- they raised thousands of pounds 
for the charity and walked 26 miles in blistering heat!    
 
Now it is time to rest and have fun; to enjoy the summer with your children and recharge for September.  
We do ask however, that you continue to read with your child at least three times a week. Our children have lost so much 
learning time and we need to give them the best chance possible to regain that learning. Reading is the most powerful way to do 
this.  
 
Why not try the SLS Library Summer Reading Challenge this summer? 
All the children have to do is read 6 children’s books between 6th July and 11th September, write a review for each one and you 
can then download a stunning certificate from the SLS website to display proudly in their classrooms next year. 
 
And finally, we wish you all a safe and happy holiday and we look forward to seeing you all again on Friday 2rd September.   
 
Warm regards 

 
 
Wendy Bolton    Rachelle Tomkins     Caroline Wood 
Executive Headteacher   Deputy Headteacher, Holbrook   Head of School, Bedenham 

http://www.bedenhamandholbrookfederation.co.uk/


 

 

 
 

INSET days for 2021-22 
 

 Thursday 2nd September 2021 

 Monday 1st November 2021 

 Tuesday 4th January 2022 

 Wednesday 6th July 2022 

 Wednesday 13th July 2022 

 
Top Tips for reading: 
 

1. Make books a part of family life – Always have books around at home. That way you and your children are ready to get 

reading, even if it is only for ten minutes. 

 
2. Join your local library – Get your child a library card. They will be able to get their hands on hundreds of fantastic 

books, as well as the latest video games, blu-rays and DVDs. Let them choose what they want to read to help them 

develop their own interests. 

 
3. Read about something they are interested in – Help your child find the right book for them. It does not matter if it is 

fiction, poetry, comic books or non-fiction.  

 
4. All reading is good – Do not rule out non-fiction, comics, graphic novels, magazines or leaflets. Reading is reading and it 

is all worthwhile. 

 
5. Get comfortable! – Snuggle up together somewhere warm and cosy, whether it is in bed, on a beanbag or on the sofa. 

And make sure your child has somewhere comfy to read on their own too. 

 
6. Ask questions – To keep them interested in the story, ask your child questions as you read. Start with ‘Where did we 

get to last time?’, ‘Can you remember what’s happened so far?’ and 'What do you think will happen next?’  

 
7. Read whenever you get the chance – Have a book or magazine with you for any time your child has to wait, like at the 

doctor's or the dentist.  

 
8. Read favourites again and again – Encourage your child to re-read the books and poems they love. Re-reading helps to 

build fluency and confidence. 

 
9. Enjoy bedtime stories – Read with your kids at bedtime as often as you can. It is a great way to end the day and to 

spend valuable time with them. 

 
10. Make the most of rhyme and repetition – Books and poems with rhymes and repeated words or phrases are great for 

getting your kids to join in and remember the words. 


