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Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
I cannot believe that it is already half term! 
 
Oh my goodness! Thank you so much for all of your support for the Macmilian coffee morning. We 
raised £1103.96 across the two schools and it was lovely to see so many of you. The cake was just 
incredible! We will be thinking hard for next year to ensure that you do not have to join such a long 
queue! 
 
At both schools we have been planning how to give our children a love for reading. Once a week in 
every classroom each child sits down, relaxs and reads for 20 minutes, even the teachers do this too! 
All children have regular opportunities to listen to and share stories. Our libraries are well stocked 
and inviting and we are holding termly reading events to encourage the children to broaden their 
knowledge of the range of books and authors that they would like to try.  We will be sending more 
information home next half term regarding some more reading sessions – Watch this space! 
 
Year 6 pupils from both schools enjoyed a week away from school on their residential to Runways 
End! The children built new friendships across the Federation. Children bravely abseiled, kayaked 
and climbed as well as taking part in many more activities. The children who did not attend the 
residential also had a fantastic week! This began with a visit to the GAFIRS (Gosport and Fareham 
Inshore Rescue Service) at Stokes Bay. The children worked as a team whilst sailing and rock 
climbing at Rock Up. They also baked dozens of delicious cakes and held a cake sale to raise funds 
for GAFIRS, with an amzing £110 in total; well done to them. 
 
We had a very interesting training day on 14th October. Our KS1 teachers spent the day learning a 
new programme which will support handwriting. KS2 were busy learning about teaching fractions and 
writing challenges. I know you will be hearing about it over the coming term as the children put all of 
their new learning into practice. 
 
I am looking forward to our first Federation day on the 8th November where the children will be 
creating artwork for the Remembrance assembly on 11th November. If you are able to help during 
the 8th November (which we hope will be a special morning), please talk to your child’s class teacher 
for more information. 
 
Our lovely kitchen staff at both schools arranged a Great British themed lunch which included, roast 
beef, Yorkshire pudding, Quorn grill mash with vegetables and ice cream (to name a few) for the 
children this half term. 
 
We even managed to fit in a school trip this half term too! Years 3/4 has a visit to Butser Farm, the 
children (as always) had an amazing time, we are sure you heard about how fun filled their day was 
when they had arrived home that evening.  
 
A massive thank you to all our parents and pupils for the immense amount of food that you all 
donated for Harvest Festival, all the foods donated were given to Caring Hands food bank who help 
lots of families who are struggling, so thank you once again. 
 
And finally we have worked with the children and staff over the Summer term to create a vision for 
our Federation. Both schools have started to use the vision in their classrooms and it has been 
discussed in assembly. I am sure you will agree that we have created some great aims for our 
children. We also have a new logo which will be phased in over the coming academic year. 
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At the Federation of Bedenham and Holbrook Primary Schools our vision is that our 
children: 

 
will become confident, independent and self-assured learners who excel across the whole 
curriculum and will achieve at least national standards or better; 
 
will have excellent attitudes to learning which have a positive impact on their progress; 
 
will learn about the world, it's people and have a regard for history and tradition; 
 
will be proud of their achievements, their school and the Federation, 

 
 so that when they leave us, they will have experienced a rich and varied curriculum to    
enable them to become lifelong learners with high aspirations for the future and are ready to   
face the challenges ahead. 

 
Learning together and achieving together our children will be: 

enthusiastic learners, 
excellent communicators, 

at the heart of our community, 
             active and healthy. 

 
 
 
 

Have a lovely break 
 
Warm regards 
 
 
Wendy Bolton 
 
 

Mrs Wendy Bolton 
Executive Headteacher 

 


