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Bedenham Primary School is a mainstream setting. We cater for children aged 4-11. We are proud of the 

provision we offer for all children in our school and we work hard to ensure we are meeting the needs of 

all children in our setting. Our school also has a resourced provision for children with behavioural, 

emotional and social difficulties. There are places for eight children in the provision. They all have 

statements and are given places through referrals from the local authority. 

1. 1.How does the school know if children need extra help and what should I do if I think my 

child may have special educational needs? 

At Bedenham Primary School children are identified as having Special Educational Needs (SEN) through 

a variety of ways including: 

 They are struggling to keep up with work in class. 

 Their reading or spelling ability is falling behind that of their peers. 

 Behavioural or social difficulties are preventing them from learning. 

 They have gaps in mathematical understanding which is preventing them from progressing. 

 They have been identified as having SEN in their Nursery or previous school. 

 Information from external agencies such as speech and language therapy and paediatricians. We 

always strive to work in partnership with outside agencies in order to fully support children and 

families. 

 At the end of Reception Year we carry out a Dyslexia Screening Test (DST) on all the children, 

with permission from parents. The test is a series of informal activities which then tell us if a child 

is ‘at risk’ of dyslexia and would benefit from extra support in school. 

 We also have a range of other assessments that we can use as and when appropriate. These can 

help us to assess level of ability and the areas a child might need some extra support with. 

If you have concerns about your child you can: 

 Talk to us! We pride ourselves on working in partnership with parents. Your child’s teacher is 

your first point of contact. You can also arrange to see our Special Educational Needs Coordinator 



(SENCO) or Home-School Link Worker. The SENCO has the role of supporting staff and families 

to identify when a child has extra needs and ensure the right support is in place. 

1. 2.How will school staff support my child? 

 The SENCO oversees all support and progress of any child requiring additional support across the 

school. 

 The class teacher will oversee, plan and work with each child with SEN in their class to ensure 

progress is made. 

 Each year group has Teaching Assistants allocated. They may work with your child individually 

or in a small group if this is seen as necessary. The regularity and level of support varies according 

to need. 

 The SENCO reports to Governors every term to inform them about the progress of children with 

SEN. 

 One of the Governors is responsible for SEN and meets regularly with the SENCO. They then 

report back to the rest of the Governors. 

 The Governors agree priorities for spending within the SEN budget ensuring all children receive 

the support they need. 

1. 3.How will the curriculum be matched to my child’s needs? 

 All tasks within class are pitched at an appropriate level so that all children can access it. Tasks 

can be individually differentiated to meet specific learning needs. 

 This ensures all children can access the lesson and learn at their own level. 

 For public examinations such as the Year 6 SATs, we ensure all children have the best possible 

experience. We ensure that children who are entitled to extra time receive this. We also utilise all 

extra staff to enable children who need it can work in a smaller environment and the support of a 

familiar adult to lessen stress. We identify any children that may need specific support such as a 

scribe or a reader and this is provided. 

1. 4.How will I know how my child is doing and how will you help me to support my child’s 

learning? 

 The class teacher will meet with parents at least every term (this could be as part of parents 

evening) to discuss your child’s needs, support and progress. 



 You are welcome any time to make an appointment to meet with either the class teacher or 

SENCO and discuss how your child is getting on. We can offer practical advice on how you can 

help your child at home. 

 If your child is on the SEN register they will have a Pupil Passport which details your child’s 

strengths, difficulties, the support they need in class and a small short term target. This is reviewed 

each half term and a new target is set. You will be invited to ‘drop in’ sessions with the SENCO 

each term to discuss the progress being made. We also involve the child by talking to them about 

how they feel they are getting on and what they would like more help with. 

 At the end of each term we carry out reading and spelling assessments to ascertain reading and 

spelling ages for each child on the SEN register for specific learning needs. This is another way of 

recording and monitoring progress. 

 If your child has complex needs they may be part of an Inclusion Partnership Agreement (IPA). 

This is a more formal meeting to agree actions and ensure progress is made. It is regularly 

reviewed and you will receive a record of the meeting. 

 If your child has an Education Health Care Plan (EHCP) there will be an Annual Review to look 

through the EHCP, ensure needs are being met and agree on targets for the coming year. 

 If your child has made sufficient progress, we will discuss with you removing your child from the 

SEN register. We see this as a very positive step but will continue to monitor and offer support if 

required. 

1. 5.What support will there be for my child’s overall well-being? 

Pastoral Support: 

 We are an inclusive school; we welcome and celebrate diversity. We pride ourselves on doing 

whatever it takes to ensure each child has the best possible experience of school. 

 We have a caring, understanding team looking after our children. 

 We encourage all children to be actively involved in all aspects of school life. This includes 

attending after school clubs taking part in our school council and being involved with team days, 

sports days, class assemblies, etc. Extra support is given where needed to ensure this can happen. 

 The class teacher has overall responsibility for the pastoral, medical and social care of every child 

in their class, therefore this would be the parents’ first point of contact. If further support is 

required the class teacher liaises with the SENCO for further advice and support. This may 

involve communication with outside agencies such as the school nurse, children’s services, 

Primary Behaviour Support or Educational Psychologists. 



 The school also employs a full time Home School Link Worker and a full time Emotional Literacy 

Support Assistant (ELSA). Between them they work with vulnerable children and parents during 

the school day. 

Medical Support: 

 The school has a policy regarding the administration and managing of medicines on the school 

site. 

 Parents need to contact the class teacher or school office if medication is recommended by health 

professionals to be taken through the school day. 

 On a day to day basis the Admin Staff generally oversee the administration of any medicines. 

 Information is shared amongst all staff regarding medication and conditions affecting individual 

children. 

 All the admin staff, the majority of TAs and Lunchtime Assistants have received first aid training. 

Behavioural, emotional and social support: 

 As a school we have a very positive approach to all types of behaviour with a clear reward system 

that is followed by all staff and children. 

 If a child has behavioural difficulties an Individual Support Plan (ISP) is written alongside the 

parents and child. This is to identify specific issues, put support in place and set targets. 

 Attendance of every child is monitored on a daily basis. Lateness and absence are recorded and 

reported upon to the Head teacher. 

 Good attendance is actively encouraged and we seek to support parents who are struggling. 

 For some children experiencing difficulties in school we find it is useful to have more regular 

contact with parents. Our Home School Link Worker is available to talk through problems and 

offer support. For some children we set up a home-school link book to enable more 

communication. 

1. 6.What specialist services and expertise are available at or accessed by the school? 

 Our SENCO is fully qualified and accredited 

 As a school we work with several outside agencies to support individual children’s needs. These 

have included health care, behaviour support, speech and language therapy, educational 

psychology and children’s services. We are able to access a range of specialist advisory services 

as and when necessary. 

 Our Child and Family Support Worker is qualified to deliver specialist parenting courses. 



 Within the school we have a resourced provision for children with behavioural, emotional and 

social difficulties. There are spaces for eight children with Statements of SEN. Admission to the 

resourced provision is strictly by referral through the local authority. The provision is staffed by 

one teacher and two teaching assistants. Expertise is shared throughout the whole school. 

1. 7.What training have the staff supporting children with SEND had or are currently having? 

 We have a member of staff trained in ELSA who receives regular support from the Educational 

Psychologist. 

 We have teaching assistants trained in FEIPS (counselling), emotional first aid as well as a range 

of interventions to support reading, writing and spelling. 

 The majority of teaching and support staff are Team Teach trained to support children with 

behavioural difficulties. This trains staff in positive handling techniques. Two members of 

teaching staff are also qualified Team Teach tutors and give regular refresher training. 

 As a school we aim to provide on-going training and development for staff. TAs have regular 

meetings and training provided by the SENCO and outside agencies. 

1. 8.How will my child be included in activities outside the classroom including school trips? 

 All children are included in all parts of the school curriculum and we aim for all children to be 

included on school trips. We will provide necessary support to ensure that this is successful. 

 A risk assessment is carried out prior to any off site activity to ensure everyone’s health and safety 

will not be compromised. 

1. 9.How accessible is the school environment? 

 The school site is wheelchair accessible with a disabled toilet large enough to accommodate 

changing. The school is all on one level with ramps at specified fire exits. 

1. 10.How will the school prepare and support my child when joining the school and 

transferring to a new school? 

 We encourage all new children and parents to visit the school prior to starting when they can be 

given a tour by older children in the school. For children with SEN we would encourage further 

visits to spend time in their new class and get to know their new teacher and class mates before 

officially starting. 

 For children starting in Reception, we have a clear transition programme. Reception teachers carry 

out home visits and children and parents are invited to a series of meetings and settling in sessions. 



 We liaise with Nursery staff to ensure we are ready to meet the needs of any children with SEN. 

 We write social stories with children if transition is potentially going to be difficult. 

 When our Year 6 children leave us to go on to Secondary school, we arrange additional visits for 

children who need them. Our feeder Secondary school, Bridgemary, has a transition programme in 

place. 

 We liaise with staff from Secondary schools, ensuring all relevant paperwork is passed on and all 

needs are discussed and understood. 

 For children with complex needs an IPA meeting will be arranged with staff from both schools 

and parents. This ensures clear provision and targets are in place which everyone has agreed. 

 For children with an EHCP, transition is discussed at the Year 5 Annual Review so that decisions 

can be made and plans can be put in place early. Secondary staff will be invited to the Year 5 and 

6 Annual Reviews. 

1. 11.How are the school’s resources allocated and matched to children’s Special Educational 

Needs? 

 We ensure that all children who have Special Educational Needs are met to the best of the 

school’s ability with the funds available. 

 We have a team of TAs who are funded from the SEN budget and deliver programmes designed to 

meet groups of children’s needs. 

 The budget is allocated on a needs basis. The children who have the most complex needs are given 

the most support. 

1. 12.How is the decision made about what type and how much support my child will receive? 

 The class teacher alongside the SENCO will discuss the child’s needs and whatsupport would be 

appropriate 

 Different children will require different levels of support in order to bridge the gap and make 

expected progress. 

 Each child with SEN has a Pupil Passport which is reviewed every half term by the teacher, 

SENCO and in discussion with parents. This gives opportunity to talk through progress made and 

what level of support they need in the future. 

 Children may move off the SEN register if they have made sufficient progress. 

1. 13.Who can I contact for further information? 

 Your first point of contact with any concerns would be your child’s class teacher. 



 You can also arrange to meet with our SENCO, Mrs Richards or our Home School Link Worker, 

Mrs Edwards. 

 Our SEN policy is available to view on our school website. 

 If you are considering whether your child should join the school please contact our school admin 

office to arrange a visit. Our Head of School, Mrs Wood, can discuss with you how the school 

could meet your child’s needs. 

 


