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September Opening arrangements for Bedenham            

Dear Parents and Carers,                                                                                                                               Friday 10th July 2020 
 
We wanted to update you on our arrangements for all children returning to school in September. The date of return for all 
children, except those new to YR, will be Thursday 3rd September. 
 
Returning to school is vital for children’s education and their wellbeing.  As a Federation we have tried hard to ensure we are 
providing education, either initially through work packs or currently through the online G Platform, but the impact of not being 
in school can affect both levels of learning and children’s future ability to learn. We have been happy to welcome back many 
children safely throughout the pandemic. It is however, mandatory that your child returns to school in September.   
 
In this letter we will outline our: health and safety procedures, school routine and timings, curriculum, pastoral support, 
assessment plans and our contingency plans should there be another local or national spike in Covid cases. 
 
Health and Safety Procedures: 
 
We will continue to do the following: 

1) Ensure every adult who enters the school washes their hands and completes a track and trace form. 
2) Have staggered start and end to the school day as well as staggered break times.   
3) Any pupil or staff member who is ill, remains at home. 
4) Have enhanced cleaning systems in place, including regular touch point cleaning,  
5) Children are grouped as classes and in bubbles. 
6) There is minimal contact between staff members from different bubbles. 
7) Classrooms will have forward facing desks as far as possible, with children sitting next to but not opposite each other.  

Children within bubbles are not expected to have a 1m distance between them.   
8) There will be no large gatherings such as assemblies in the autumn term. 
9) Children will continue to eat lunch in their classrooms at their own desks. 
10)  PE equipment will remain in bubbles for the week, and will be regularly disinfected.  The equipment will be returned to 

the PE cupboard on a Friday and fresh equipment picked on a Monday.  
11) Classes have their own allocated equipment.  
12) Children will continue to use their own equipment, which is kept in labelled trays.  
13) PE will be taken outdoors weather permitting, and where we have wet weather, if possible the PE sessions will take 

place in smaller group sizes in the halls.  
14) PE kit is brought in for the half term, and kept in classrooms alongside PE equipment.  
15) Outdoor play equipment will be cleaned after each bubble uses it.  
16) Pupils will not be able to bring in unnecessary items from home and items will not be shared. 
17) Packed lunch boxes and water bottles need to be brought in daily, cleaned at home and stored within the bubbles.  
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School Routine and timings 
 

In order to reduce the number of people accessing and egressing, we will continue to have staggered start times. Only one adult 
to drop off or pick up please.  
 

Class Name  Start time  Drop off and pick up point Finish time 
Year 1 (Turtles and Rhino’s) 8.35am At classroom door, top playground  3.05pm 

Year 2 (Tigers) 8.45am At classroom door, top playground  2.55pm 

Year 3 (Orangutans)  8.35am At Y34 area door, top playground  3.00pm 

Year 3 (Elephants)  8.45am At Y34 area door, top playground 2.55pm 

Year 4 (Leopards) 8.55am At Y34 area door, top playground 3.05pm 

Year 5 (Gorillas) 8.35am At Gorillas door, middle playground  3.05pm 

Year 5/6 (Dolphins) 8.45am At Dolphins  door, middle playground  2.55pm 

Year 6 (Whales) 8.35am At Whales classroom door,  middle playground  3.05pm 

 
Please note the Reception class (Bears) and Penguins will have a separate letter regarding transition arrangements and timings.  
 
Each class bubble will be collected at the pick-up point by a staff member from within their bubble.  They will call children 
forward and escort them to their classes.  Please ensure your children stays close beside you and does not mix with children 
from other bubbles or climb on outdoor equipment whilst they wait.   At pick up time, please wait in the allocated area for your 
child to be returned to you.   
 
Breakfast Club will resume with new timings and prices.  We will start Breakfast Club at 7.30 am and children will be escorted 
to classes ready for the staggered start of the day/at 8.30am. The price for Breakfast Club will be £1.50, which will include a 
healthy breakfast (cereal, toast, spreads and juice) and activities to promote healthy choices and social interaction.  Breakfast 
will not be served after 8.15am.  Children who are eligible for Free School Meals, receive Breakfast club for free.  
 
The Curriculum 
 
We will continue to give your child a broad, balanced and engaging curriculum.  Teachers have been busy getting the curriculum 
ready for September and it looks very exciting.  Residentials, and visitors in school, will not be able to take place in the Autumn 
term, so we are looking to move visits already booked for the Autumn term, to later in the year in the hope that restrictions are 
lifted.   Assemblies will take place virtually. 
 
English, Maths and Science, along with regular PE and PSHE (Personal, social and health education) sessions will take priority 
over other subjects until further notice.  We have a catch-up curriculum planned for every year group.   
 
Pastoral Support 
 
We are well aware that children will have had very different experiences over the lockdown period.  Some will have been out 
and about, others will have spent the whole time mainly at home and indoors.  We have been discussing ways forward for 
children who need extra support and we have an assessment for class teachers to complete, an ELSA referral system in place 
and many activities and strategies at our fingertips.  We have four members of staff at each school who are also trained in 
bereavement support. We will be keeping a very close eye on children’s wellbeing and happiness and will be quick to act if they 
do not seem themselves.  We value any input from parents as to concerns they have about their child’s wellbeing. The Home 
School Link Workers will be pleased to hear from you. 
 
Teachers are busy talking about individual children right now, with the new class teaching teams so they know about your child 
in time for the start of term. Transition sessions, and working on the online platform, will support this knowledge too. 
    
We understand that in September, some children will find it hard to stay in their class bubble and we may need to contact 
parents to collect any children who are risking the safety of others by refusing to return and stay within their class bubble. At 
this time, we will be looking at how we manage behaviour in school to enable all children and adults to be safe. If a child is 
unsafe, a phone call home will be made for immediate collection of the child.  
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Assessment:  
 
We will begin assessing children as soon as they arrive, in an informal way.  Towards October half term, once children are settled 
and have revisited previous learning, we will be assessing more formally. Your child’s class teacher will give 10-minute telephone 
consultations with you towards the end of term; these will focus on how your child has settled in and their progress so far. Dates 
of these consultations will follow shortly.  
 
COVID-19 and contingency plans:  
 
Should a child or adult at school, show symptoms of Covid-19, they will be isolated and sent home immediately.  The parent 
will be requested by the schools to ensure that their child takes a test.  This is easy to organise at: 
   
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/get-an-antigen-test-to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus/  
 
Should we get a child or member of staff testing positive for Covid-19, we will follow Government advice and guidance.  In the 
first instance, this will involve contacting Public Health England who will do a rapid risk assessment and advise us on next steps.  
This may include partial or full closure of the school. We will also engage with the NHS Test and Trace process who will alert 
those who have been in contact with that person.   
 
Should we need to close a bubble, or the school, we will provide education through our virtual platform.   
 
If a member of your family show symptoms, we need you to alert us straight away and as a parent, you will need to be ready 
and willing to: 

 Book a Covid-19 test 

 Self-Isolate if you or child has been in close contact with them. 
 

Schools will have a small number of self-testing kits available for staff.  
Please inform us immediately of the results of Covid-tests you have received; this will help us keep everyone safe.  
 
We want to keep everyone in school, as safe as possible.   
 
Please let us know if your contact details have been changed since March; it is important we can contact you quickly! 
 
Thank you for your understanding and continued support during this very difficult time.   
 
Please look out for our end of term letter with important dates, staffing information and a roundup of the term. 
In the meantime, we wish you a safe and very happy summer break; should you have any questions or concerns, please contact 
the office on adminoffice@bedenham.hants.sch.uk.  
 
Many thanks  

Mrs Wendy Bolton   Mrs Caroline Wood                         Mrs Zoe Dudley 

                                                
 
Executive Headteacher                                           Heads of School 
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