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8th April 2022 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
Easter is coming and it is time to celebrate all of our learning this term. 
 
Reading continues to be a clear focus in the Federation. We have started our “Little Wandle” phonics 
scheme in KS1 and the children are enjoying the routine and new decodable books. Training for parents is 
planned on Thursday 5th May at Bedenham and Thursday 12th May at Holbrook at 2.15pm. 
 
We also been able to open our doors to parents to read with children before the end of each day. This has 
been amazing and we all would like to thank you for coming into class for this activity. We would like to 
continue with this after half term BUT on a Monday and Friday only. 
 
We have spent £19,459 on our libraries and phonics this year and we have been able to gain £17,485 
through outside funding. We would really like to extend our reading to include the lovely grounds and we 
are planning to raise £2,500 at each school for outside reading areas. Our PTAs are supporting us in this 
worthwhile venture. 
 
 

This term we would also like to celebrate would be good to get photos and pupil comments 
 
Marwell Zoo: 
The children in Year 1 and 2 had a fantastic time at Marwell Zoo. The sun was shining 
which meant we saw many animals! The children were using all of the scientific 
vocabulary they had learnt during their science topic such as which animals were 
herbivores or carnivores.The children were a real credit to the school and showed how 
sensible and respectful they are – we were very proud teachers. 
 
 
 

Year 3 sleepover: 
The children were incredibly excited for the Year 3 sleepover  earlier this month. 
The children arrived back into school at around 5:30 ready to spend the night. 
They created their own dens, took part in activities such as pond dipping, 
scavenger hunts and craft activities and tucked into fish fingers or sausages with 
their friends before going out on a spooky night time walk with torches. Then the 
children settled down to a bedtime story with a mug of hot chocolate and 
biscuits. Thank you to all the staff that supported the event and we hope the 
children now feel more prepared for future trips away. 
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Year R Art Gallery: 
Bears had a fantastic time learning about the environmentalist and Artist, Andy Goldsworthy. The 
children enjoyed replicating his 'land art' using natural materials including; stones, shells, leaves, 
twigs and flowers. The children thought carefully about how to combine textures and shapes in 
order to create their designs. Over the week, the children created artwork, which was photographed 
and displayed for parents to view in the art gallery. Parents also had the opportunity come into 
school and create some further artwork with the children in class. 

 
Rainbow Day 2022: 

Rainbow Day at Bedenham school was a roaring success. The passion and enthusiasm across the 
school was incredible. We celebrated diversity and our differences, learning about different types of 
people and how important is to treat everyone with respect. The cake competition was the best year 
yet, so many wonderful cakes and prizes were awarded to the best of the best. Every class had a 
signing workshop with Mr Moloney and Mrs Sivier. The pupils and staff have shown great dedication 
in learning the songs and signs. The Rainbow Day assembly was a magical event, with whole 
school performances and lots of celebrations. We had a video performance from Winchester Go LD 
charity's Sign with Steve event, for adults with learning difficulties.  
A truly wonderful day from all and a clear demonstration of The Federation’s pupils and staff 
commitment to be inclusive, supportive and to celebrate our achievements. Thank you so much for 
all your cake donations. Bedenham raised a massive £410.00!!! And Holbrook raised £350!!! 

 
 
TTRS challenge: 

All children are expected to know all their times tables up to 12 x 12 by the end of Year 4 and to 
help them to achieve this we bought into TimesTables Rockstars (TTRS). This is a fun way to learn 
all the tables and corresponding division facts.  It has been suggested that just 3 minutes per day 
practising tables can have a huge impact on learning tables which in turn will help your child in all 
aspects of maths. Teachers are able to allocate the appropriate tables for each child and with 
Numbots, even the youngest children can develop their number bond knowledge too.  

 
In school, children have been very excited and competitive during inter class and school 
competitions. This is having a very positive impact so please encourage your child to access daily 
as part of their homework. All the children have been allocated log ons so that they can access 
TTRS at home too.   

 
 
Young Governors: 

This half term the Young Governors have been discussing social media. We have explored the 
positives but also the negatives and what we could do to support the children and adults of the 
Federation. The Young Governors carried out a survey about the different apps used by children 
and feed this back to PSHE/Computing leaders so the teachers can plan lessons to help keep 
everyone safe online. We have also been discussing the events unfolding Ukraine and what we 
could do to support them. We will keep you updated with our ideas!  

 
 
JRSO: 

Thank you to the children who entered the ‘Pedestrian Road Safety’ competition, unfortunately we 
didn’t win but there’s always next time.  Congratulations to Ropley Primary School. There will be 
more training coming up for our JRSO’s and another competition maybe looming!  
 

Librarians:  
The pupil librarians have been hard at work this half term making sure the library stays tidy, 
organised and inviting to the children at Bedenham. They have worked hard to help put all of our 
lovely new books on the system. World Book Day was a huge success and the pupil librarians spent 
time reading with children during lunch club. They have also been very excited with our recent 
fundraising days which will go towards our outdoor library. The pupil librarians have been busy 
creating new designs on what this area might look like during the summer term. 

 
 
 



 

 

 
Sports captains: 

The sport captains have been working hard this half term ensuring that lunchtimes are fun, organised 
and engaging for the other children at Bedenham.  They enjoy choosing, resourcing and running their 
own sporting activities. They focus on inviting and collaboratively playing their lunchtime activities with 
their friends and peers. They have been very vocal and excited during weekly meetings to shape what 
the future sports day/week will look like. They have many ideas for what the summer term may look like 
in regards to sporting activities – how exciting! 

 
 
ELSA Spotlight: 

Mrs Doole – ELSA at Bedenham Primary School 
I have work with children who need a little help expressing their emotions, and learning how to deal 
with them. This term has been a busy one, from working with Forces Children and Young Carers to 
working with individual children. I have also helped with two school trips to CEMAST and Marwell 
Zoo, was super fun, and the Year R’s Mother’s Day Tea Party just last week!  
I am really going to miss working with my ‘Time to Talk’ groups who I think have made brilliant 
progress. We finished our sessions with a ‘Teddy Bears Picnic’ which was grrrreat!!!  

 
  
Mrs Wood and retirement! 
Mrs Wood has decided that she would like to take on a new challenge 
and so she will be leaving us in the summer term. Having been at 
Bedenham for 9 years, she has helped many children pass 
successfully through the school. She is excited about her new 
adventures (which will probably involve wearing lots of different hats) 
but of course she will miss us all- adults and children and we will miss 
her. There is a collection envelope in the office, should you wish to 
donate.  

 
We have appointed Miss Carter as our new Deputy Headteacher. Many of you will know Miss Carter as an 
outstanding year 6 teacher and maths lead within the Federation. She has undertaken a rigorous interview 
process and has been appointed to start in September. I am looking forward to working alongside her in the 
next phase of our journey and I know she takes on the role with passion and enthusiasm and aims to be the 
best she can be for the children at Bedenham Primary School. 
 
Thank you for all of your support this term- enjoy a happy and safe Easter holiday and we look forward to 
seeing you on the Monday 25th April . 
 
  
Warm regards 

 
 
 
 

Wendy Bolton    Caroline Wood   Rachelle Tomkins 
Executive Headteacher          Head of School    Deputy Headteacher 
    Bedenham Primary School  Holbrook Primary School  



 

 
 

Upcoming Events for your diary: 
 
Bedenham Dates: 

 

25th April  School reopens 

25th April Class photos & Year 6 Leavers photos 

26th April  Year 3/4 Maths Morning 

27th April Year 5/6 & Penguins Swimming lessons commence 
for 5 weeks 

28th April Year 1 Maths Afternoon  

29th April Yellow and Blue Day 

2nd May School closed – Bank Holiday 

3rd May Boys (Family Man) Love Reading event 

5th May  Polling Day (school remains open) 

9th May  Year 6 SATs Week 

11th May Year R - Trip to Longdown Activity Farm 

16th May  Year 2 SATs Week 

19th May  Meet n Greet New Year R parents (2pm & 5pm) 

23rd – 27th  May Runways End Residential 

23rd May Year 6 Activity Week 

23rd May  Be Bright Be Seen Day 

26th May Year 2 & 5 Maths Morning 

27th May  Jubilee assembly & Crown making afternoon 

27th May  Last day of half term 

6th June School reopens 

 

Holbrook Dates: 
 

25th April  School reopens 

26th April Year 3 & 4 Maths Morning  

27th April Year 5 & Penguins3 Swimming lessons commence 
for 5 weeks 

29th April Blue and Yellow Day 

2nd May School closed – Bank Holiday 

3rd May Boys (Family Man) Love Reading Event 

9th May  Year 6 SATs Week 

16th May  Year 2 SATs Week 
 

18th May  Meet and Greet New Year R parents (2pm & 5pm) 

23rd – 27th  May Runways End Residential 

23rd May  Be Bright Be Seen Day 

24th May Year 3 and 4 Math Morning 

26th May Year 2 and 5 Maths Morning 

27th May  Last day of half term 

6th June School reopens 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 

 


