
Year R Home Learning Day 1 – Weekly Theme – ‘Commotion in the Ocean’ 

Phonics: 
Practice your phase 2 and phase 3 sounds. 
Draw a hopscotch outline and write the phase 2 and 3 tricky words inside each box. If you 
do not have chalk, then you could write the words onto some paper and place it on the 
ground.  
Play Hopscotch with your tricky words. Roll a dice or throw a beanbag/pebble. Hop to the 
word and see if you can read it. Can you put the tricky word into a sentence? Can you 
write the sentence and read it to your adult? 
 Phase 2:  to    the    no   go   I   into 
Phase 3:  he   she   we   me   be   was   you   they   all   are   my   her   

 
Handwriting: Use your kinetic letters to practice writing the tricky words.  
 

Reading:  

This week we will be focusing on the story ‘Commotion in the Ocean’ by Giles Andreae. If you 

do not have this story at home, you can find it here 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9pRhgZ8Jffs on YouTube.  

Discuss: Can you remember all of the creatures in the story? Did you learn any new facts?  Did 

something surprise you? What did you think of the story? Why? Which was your favourite sea 

creature? Why? Which was your least favourite sea creature? Why?  

 

Literacy: 

Many words rhyme in ‘commotion In the Ocean’. Re read (or watch) the story and 

find some words that rhyme. Complete the ‘Under the Sea Rhyming words’ work 

sheet – How many Rhyming words can you think of? Can you write some sentences 

that rhyme? They can be as silly as you like. For example, “My fish is flat. My fish has 

a hat.” 

 

Maths: 

Estimating and counting objects to 20 (or beyond): Provide different collections of 

loose parts such as shells, buttons, pebbles or pieces of snack for your child to count. 

Encourage your child to estimate how many first then arrange them into tens frames 

(There is one with this pack if needed) as they count to help them see the full 10 and  

 

Wider Curriculum – Knowledge and Understanding (science) 

 

 

Want an extra 

challenge? Look out 

for the purple text!    

Complete the ‘Floating Egg’ challenge (larger set of instructions can be found below). Can 

you estimate and count how many teaspoons of salt it will take to make the egg float?  

The Science Behind the Experiment – A Guide for Adults 

Objects float better in salt water than in fresh water because salt adds mass to water and 

makes it denser.  If you add 10g of salt to 100g of water, the total mass is now 110g. This 

increase in density causes objects to float better on the surface. The denser the water, the 

easier it is for objects to float on top. To make the egg float it takes approximately 4 

tablespoons of salt per litre of water. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9pRhgZ8Jffs


Year R Home Learning Day 2- Weekly Theme – Commotion in the Ocean 

Phonics: 
Practice all of your phase 2 and phase 3 sounds.   
Write the following digraphs (ai ee oa ow oi) onto small bits of paper - post-it’s are useful for 
this!  Place the digraphs in different areas of the room or outside area. Adult to say the sound 
and child to go and stand beside the sound or collect the sound.  
Segmenting for spelling: Complete the ai ee oa ow oi worksheet. Encourage children to look 
carefully at each picture, segment the word and write the sounds in the phoneme frames.  
Answers: owl, howl, soil, goal, peel, tail, foal 

 
Handwriting:  
Revisit the jumper family – This week we will be revisiting the ‘jumper family’. Remember 
the monkey jumps down from its branch to start each letter. Practise writing the letter ‘h’ 
 

Literacy:   

Guessing game: Adults read the creature poems to your child without telling them which 

animal they are about to see. Can they guess which animal you are describing? You can use the 

book, print the game (don’t forget to hide the animals before you start!) or there is an option 

of using a PowerPoint. Ask your child to think of a sea creature, can they describe the animal 

without saying what it is?  

 

Maths: 
Race to 20! Create a number track to 20 or use the number track below. Roll a 
dice and put that many counters on to your number track. Can you get to 20? If 
you Roll a 6, you need to go back to the beginning. Can you write the number 

sentences to go along with the steps you take. For example ‘0+5 = 5, 5+3 = 8).  
 

Reading: 
Read a book of your choice on the Oxford Owl Website (https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-

home/find-a-book/library-page/#) – spot common exception words and practice blending any 
unknown words. Discuss: Can you retell the story? Who were the main characters? Can the 
children identify their emotions/feelings? What do you think of the story? Why? 
 

Wider Curriculum – Knowledge and Understanding (science) 

 

Want an extra 

challenge? Look out 

for the purple text!    

Complete the ‘Salt Water Density’ challenge (larger set of instructions can be found below). 

Can you find a range of objects to experiment with? Do they sink and float in both waters?  

The Science Behind the Experiment – A Guide for Adults 

Objects float better in salt water than in fresh water because salt adds mass to water and 

makes it denser.  If you add 10g of salt to 100g of water, the total mass is now 110g.  This 

increase in density causes objects to float better on the surface. The denser the water, the 

easier it is for objects to float on top. 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/


 Year R Home Learning Day 3- Weekly Theme – Commotion in the Ocean 

 
Phonics: 

Practice all of your phase 2 and phase 3 sounds.   
Write the following digraphs (ai ee oa ow oi) onto small bits of paper - post-it’s are 
useful for this!  Place the diagraphs on to the floor and play Splat - Adult to say the 
sound and the child to splat the correct diagraph. You could use your hand, a plastic fly 
swat, a wooden spoon or anything you can find.  Buried Treasure: Play Buried treasure 

on Phonicsplay.co.uk Remember to choose either ai, ee, oa, ow, oi.  
 

Literacy:   

Which Sea creature do you like best? Do you like dolphins? Crabs? Sharks or 

Whales? Draw a picture of your favourite sea creature and label the features. Use 

adjectives to give more information. For example, SHARP teeth, LONG tentacles 

or SHINY scales.  

Maths:  

Spot the Mistake: Make deliberate errors whilst counting up and down (A puppet 

or cuddly toy is great for this!) Ask your child to listen carefully and stop you if 

they hear something wrong. Errors can include omitted numbers, repeated 

numbers or numbers in the wrong place. Complete the Spot the mistake sheet. 

Can you find all of the mistakes? Can you make your own and challenge an adult 

to find the mistakes? 

 

Handwriting: 

Revisit the jumper family – This week we will be revisiting the ‘jumper family’. Remember 
the monkey jumps down from its branch to start each letter. Practise writing the letter ‘n’ 

 
 
 

 

Reading: 
 Read a book of your choice on the Oxford Owl Website (https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-

home/find-a-book/library-page/#) – spot common exception words and practice blending any 
unknown words. Discuss: Can you retell the story? Who were the main characters? Can the 
children identify their emotions/feelings? What do you think of the story? Why? 
 

Wider Curriculum – Knowledge and Understanding (science) 

 
 

Want an extra 

challenge? Look out 

for the purple text!    

 

Complete the Frozen Ocean experiment. If you do not have sea creatures, you could freeze 

some shells, stones or anything you like! The instructions are below.  

 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/


Year R Home Learning Day 4 - Weekly Theme – Commotion in the Ocean 

Phonics: 
Practice all of your phase 2 and phase 3 sounds.   
Recap the trigraph ‘ear’. Remember trigraph are three letters that make one sound. Watch 

Geraldine the giraffe here (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EneZ1UubxSA) to remind 

yourself about the sound ‘ear’. Can you write a list of words that contain the trigraph ‘ear’.  
   
Literacy: 
Using the internet safely with your grown up, can you research some facts about 
your favourite sea creatures. Can you find out where they live? What they like to 
eat? How do they move? Write a sentence about your sea creature under the 
drawing you completed in session 3!  
 
 

Maths: 
Missing Numbers: Complete the number tracks on the work sheet. Which numbers are 
missing? Complete the additional Missing Numbers sheet. Can you make your own and 
challenge an adult to complete your number track? 
 
 
 

Handwriting: 
Revisit the jumper family – This week we will be revisiting the ‘jumper family’. Remember 
the monkey jumps down from its branch to start each letter. Practise writing the letter ‘m’ 

 
 
 
 

 
Reading: 
 Read a book of your choice on the Oxford Owl Website (https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-

home/find-a-book/library-page/#) – spot common exception words and practice blending any 
unknown words. Discuss: Can you retell the story? Who were the main characters? Can the 
children identify their emotions/feelings? What do you think of the story? Why? 
 

 

Want an extra 

challenge? Look out 

for the purple text!    

Wider Curriculum – Knowledge and Understanding (science) 

 
 

Complete the Shaving foam rain cloud experiment. The details can be found below.  

What colours will you choose? Can you mix them with water in small bowls? When you’ve 

squirted the shaving foam, what colour are you going to use first? What do you think will 

happen to the coloured water? Did it take a long time for it to start ‘raining’? Where does the 

coloured water come through the cloud quickest? Is it near the edge of the glass or in the 

middle? 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EneZ1UubxSA
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/


Year R Home Learning Day 5 - Weekly Theme – Commotion in the Ocean 

Phonics: 
Practice all the letter sounds for phase 2 and phase 3 and read your Tricky words.  
Play Spin the Bottle. Write this week’s sounds ai, ee, oa, ow, oi and ear. Put a bottle in the 
middle of the circle and spin it. Child says the sound the bottle ends up pointing to and thinks 
of a word with that sound.  
Blending for Reading: Complete the ‘ear’ worksheet.  

 
Literacy:  

Fact Sheet: Research another sea creature and create your own fact sheet. What will be the 

title? Can you draw and label the picture? What facts will you write? Please share your 

learning on Tapestry! We would love to see what you have found out about the different sea 

creatures   

 
 

 
Maths: 
Play this online number ordering game – have fun! 
 
https://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/countingCaterpillar/index.html 
 
 

 
Handwriting: 
Revisit the jumper family – This week we will be revisiting the ‘jumper family’. Remember 
the monkey jumps down from its branch to start each letter. Practise writing the letter ‘m’ 

 
 
 

 
Reading: 
 Read a book of your choice on the Oxford Owl Website (https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-

home/find-a-book/library-page/#) – spot common exception words and practice blending any 
unknown words. Discuss: Can you retell the story? Who were the main characters? Can the 
children identify their emotions/feelings? What do you think of the story? Why? 
 

Wider Curriculum – Physical Development 

End your busy learning week with some yoga. Join in and enjoy this story about Squish the Fish! 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LhYtcadR9nw 

 

Want an extra 

challenge? Look out 

for the purple text!    

https://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/countingCaterpillar/index.html
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LhYtcadR9nw


 



 



 





 

  

 


