
Congratulations:  

Well done to the following children who have been outstanding at least once this half term: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and carers, 

This half term has been another successful one for Holbrook Primary school. At the end of November, we were thrilled to 

host some visitors from Makaton UK who had seen Mr Moloney’s YouTube channel Sign with Ste and wanted to visit him in 

school and see what we do here. After a trip around the school, they watched a great assembly where every year group 

and the Makaton choir performed. They were blown away and promptly awarded us the Makaton Friendly school award. 

This is a great honour and I believe we are the first school in the Fareham and Gosport area to be awarded it. 

Last week saw the Key Stage 1 nativity, The Curious Sheep. As usual the children enjoyed performing to an audience made 

up of their families and we were proud of the enthusiasm and energy they put into each performance. A big thank you to 

everyone who helped to make it such a success. 

Finally, I would like to say a big thank you to the PTA who have continued with their fund raising events for the school 

this term. They have raised enough money for us to upgrade the sound system in the Hall and this will continue to come in 

handy for class assemblies and performances. The Christmas Fair will be taking place on Friday 21st December after 

school, we look forward to seeing lots of you there. Please continue to support their events as the year progresses.  

Can I wish you and your families a very Merry Christmas and a healthy New Year, 

Best wishes, 

 

Mrs Zoë Dudley 

Head of School 

21st December 2018 

Jayen Carraher,  Samantha Pounds,  Isabelle Smyth,  

Carson Davey,  Owen Purslow,  Tyler Still,  

Jazzmine Harris-Bone,  Crystal Reid,  Lucas Tabb,  

Ellie Hindle,  Rodrigo Reis Agrela,  Mia Woodhouse,  

Izzie Holland,  Aiden Richards,  Max World,  

Mehmed Mehmed,  Callum Smith,  Callum Wyeth,  

Daisy Poor,   Leah Zvaigzne,  



Dear Parents, 

The children in Year 3 and 4 have been working incredibly hard this term and fully deserve 
the up-coming Christmas break. 

Before half term, we learnt all about life in Ancient Egypt and developed our History skills. 
After half term, we have been working on a Geography based topic all about the Italian 
city of Bologna. At the start of the topic, we were very kindly visited by Claudio. He grew 
up in Italy but has made his home in our local area. We came up with all kinds of questions 
to ask him to help us learn more about the Italian way of life and he was able to tell us 
about the similarities and differences between England and Italy. He told us that children 

have to go to school on Saturdays – we didn’t like the 
sound of that but we were a bit jealous when Claudio 
explained that the school summer holidays are very long in 
Italy because the summers can be very hot. 

As part of our English work, we imagined that we had 
travelled to Bologna for a mini-break. We did our research 
and looked at hotel reviews to help us to decide where to 
stay. We used our ICT skills to investigate the local tourist 
attractions and wrote post cards about all of the amazing 

things that you can do in Bologna. After all this site-seeing, we stopped off for quick bite to 
eat and enjoyed trying some pizza. We investigated Italian recipes and created some 
delicious pizzas of our own. They were yummy! Finally, we wrote some recipes for how to 
make a traditional Margherita pizza. We thoroughly enjoyed our mini-break in Bologna. In 
Geography, we also generated ideas for questions to help us learn even more about 
Bologna. We carried out an enquiry and shared our research with each other. We have 
also developed our map reading skills. 

 

In Science, we have been learning about materials. We have 
completed all kinds of investigations to help us learn more 
about the properties of solids, liquids and gases. We carried 
out a ‘Slime Olympics’ race to find out which everyday liquids 
move the most quickly and thought about why this property 
might be useful. We also 
found out about how some 

materials change as they are heated and cooled. One 
morning, we had a strange message from an alien.  She 
asked us to keep her alien babies frozen for as long as 
possible while she popped out. Unfortunately, the school’s 
freezer was full up. We worked collaboratively to think 
where the best place to keep the alien babies cold might be 
and kept on making observations to check on their progress. When we compared our 
results, we found that the best place to keep something frozen was in an insulated cool 
box. The thick plastic walls of the cool box trapped the coldness inside and kept the warm 
air in the classroom from getting in.  



After Christmas, we have got many things to look forward to. In January, some of our Year 
4s will be heading off to Fairthorne for a residential visit (week beginning 21st January, 
2019) with Miss Price, Mrs Sivier and Mrs Ingledew. This is a fantastic opportunity for 
them to develop their independence and resilience as they undertake a range of outdoor 
challenges and team building activities. There will be a theme week back in school for the 
children in Yr 3 and the Yr 4s who are not going on residential with Miss Stedman and 
Miss Kempton.  

Design Technology becomes one of our focus subjects in 
the Spring term. The children will be completing a textiles 
topic and developing their cutting and joining skills to 
create an image using fabrics. If you have any spare time 
over the Christmas holidays (?!!), perhaps you could help 
your child to learn how to thread a needle by themselves, 
how to do basic running stitch and how to sew on a button. 

Our next Science topic is about ‘Electricity’ and the children 
will be making simple electrical circuits. Thank you very much to all of you who came to 
our recent concert where the children showed off their musical skills on the keyboards. 
Next term the children will be learning how to play a stringed instrument in our Music 
lessons. 

Just a few quick reminders – please hear your child read as often as you can and also help 
them to learn their tables facts. By the end of Yr 3, children should know their 2, 5, 10, 3, 
4 and 8xs tables and by the end of Yr 4, children are expected to know all of the tables 
facts up to 12xs 12 so they will need to focus on the 6, 7, 9, 11 and 12xs tables. 

 
Many children find learning to tell the time very difficult 
but it is an important life skill to be able to read times 
on traditional clocks with hands and on digital clocks. 
Please can you work on telling the time with your child. 
Just by regularly noticing the clock / time with them at 
different points during the day and explaining what the 
numbers mean really helps. You can also get them to 
work out how long things take and how long until tea 
time, their favourite TV programme or till bedtime. 

The children return to school on Monday, 7th January 2019.  

 
 
 
Miss Stedman,  Miss Price and Miss Kempton. 


