
Congratulations:  

Well done to the following children who have got to outstanding at least once this half term: 

 

 

Well done to the following children who have been recognised as good learners this half term: 

 

 

Well done to the following children who have achieved bronze reading awards this half term:  

 

 

Well done to the following children who have achieved silver reading awards this half term:  

 

 
Well done to  for achieving a platinum reading awards this half term. 
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Dear Parents / Carers, 

Here is the latest newsletter from school, keeping you up to date with everything your child has been up to since we returned 

to school in January.  

Well done to some of the Year 4 children who visited Fairthorne Manor in January, demonstrating their “give it a go” attitude 

when climbing tall walls, trying to light fires or completing low rope courses. Lots of Holbrook children demonstrate a “give it a 

go” attitude in their learning whether they are in Year R trying Chinese food to celebrate the Chinese New Year, making       

pancakes in Year 2 or visiting Meon Cross school to work with the poet Brian Moses as some of our talented writers in Year 5 

and 6 have recently done. 

I always enjoy celebrating those of our children who show Magna and give it a go, pushing themselves to try new 

things or to improve themselves and their work further.  

Share a tray afternoon returns on Thursday 7th March. This was an extremely popular event last year-it is an opportunity to 

sit with your child and look at their books together.  

I hope the children enjoy their week away from school and return ready for the next half term. 
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Veronica Abraham Daisy Poor Tyler Still 

Katie Blackman Crystal Reid Jade Reynolds-Donnelly  

Michael Hall  Leah Zvaigzne 

Serenity Ash Jayen Carraher James Young 

Veronica Abraham,  Lacy Houghton,  Aiden Richards,  

Alesha Dent,  Talia Martin-Menditta,  Leo Smith,  

Ellie Hindle,   Faye Timperley,  

Katie Blackman Ashton Hale 

Ryder-Jae Kempton Golds 



Dear Parents, 

The children in Year 3 and 4 have had an amazing start to the new year! They have been working 
extremely hard and produced some fantastic work. 

 

Before half term, we learnt all about the Italian city of Bologna and developed our 
geographical skills. This half term however, we have been 
developing our sewing skills in our DT project – Applique 
birds. At the start of the topic, we explored what applique 
meant and investigated different bird themed designs. 
Then, using a variety of bird images as inspiration, we 
designed our very own applique. Now, it was time for the tricky part … the 

stitching! We knew it wasn’t going to be easy as many of us hadn’t stitched before but we were all 
Magna and persevered. We learnt how to do running stitch, back stitch and cross stitch. Who knew we 
had some sewing experts hiding in the classes! Our finished applique birds were amazing and we are all 
very proud of ourselves! 

 

During our English lessons, we explored the book the Tin forest and Disney 
Pixar’s UP! Film. The Tin Forest story is about a lonely, old man who lives in a 
tiny house surrounded by other people’s rubbish. Every night the man dreams of 
a beautiful forest full of wild animals and exotic flowers so he decided to build 
one out of tin. We decided to step into the old man’s shoes and describe his tin 
forest and compare it to the forest of his dreams. We learnt all about figurative 
language and how it can help paint a picture in our reader’s minds and help our 
writing come to life. While some of the Year 4’s went to Fairthorne, we also used 
the Tin Forest as inspiration and created an amazing display full of multi-medium 

forest plants and wire animals.   

 

While learning about Disney Pixar’s UP!, the children stepped into the role of the 
different characters and tried to understand their points of view. Then, we had a class 
debate … Was it right for the old man to be forced out of his home? We learnt how to 
voice our opinions, justify our reasons and politely disagree with our friends. Finally, 
we watched the next part of the film and saw Carl’s unique and colourful house fly! It 
was such an extraordinary sight that we decided that it had to be written about so we 
became journalists and wrote a newspaper article. We interviewed the witnesses and 
recorded all the facts that we discovered. We learnt how important it is to be truthful 
and how to share the story in a professional way.   

 

Earlier this term, some of the Year 4’s enjoyed an exciting week at Fairthorne. 
While we were there, the children enjoyed trying out some new activities that 
they had never tried before, such as abseiling, vertical climbing, the Crate 
Challenge and soaring through the air on the zip wire. Despite the freezing 

weather conditions, all the adults that supported the children noticed how resilient and brave the 
children were. Also, during our week away, we enjoyed going on a spooky night walk, dancing the night 
away at the disco and roasting marshmallows at the campfire on our final night. We hope the children 
remember their time at Fairthorne for a long time to come.  Thank you for supporting your child in 
getting ready to go away and we hope you enjoyed watching their assembly, we are sure they have 
enjoyed sharing their favourite memories with you. 

 



 

 

Next half term, we have many things to look 
forward to. We will be taking part in the National 
Literacy Trust event, where the children will read a 
variety of different books, learn how to choose a 
book that is right for them and receive a free book 
of their choice to take home! We will also be 
continuing our Science topic ‘Electricity’ and the 
children will be making simple electrical circuits. 
Finally, we will be studying the pop artist Andy 
Warhol and exploring printing and painting techniques mixed with his 
style.   

 

Just a few quick reminders – please 
hear your child read as often as you can 
and also help them to learn their tables 
facts. By the end of Yr 3, children should 
know their 2, 5, 10, 3, 4 and 8xs tables 
and by the end of Yr 4, children are 
expected to know all of the tables facts 
up to 12xs 12 so they will need to focus 
on the 6, 7, 9, 11 and 12xs tables. 

 

 

 

 

Miss Stedman, Miss Price and Miss Kempton. 


