
Congratulations:  

Well done to the following children who have got to outstanding at least once this half term: 

 

 

Well done to the following children who have been recognised as good learners this half term: 

 

 

 

Well done to the following children who have achieved bronze reading awards this half term:  

 

 

Well done to the following children who have achieved silver reading awards this half term:  

 

Well done to  for achieving a platinum reading awards this half term. 

 

Summer term 1 

May 2019 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

As usual this half term goes past in a blur of Bank Holiday Mondays and SATs tests. The children and staff have all worked exceptionally hard 

this half term and next week will be a welcome break for everyone. 

The Year 6 children were amazing last week, facing the SATs papers with resilience and confidence and showing the teachers that they were 

able to put into practice all that they had learnt over the last few years. We were very proud of all of them and hope that they receive the 

results that they deserve. 

Meanwhile, the rest of the school continued to produce great things: taking part in live Blue Planet sessions to understand more about the 

plastic pollution problem, investigating which materials make good homes, understanding why the Anglo Saxons invaded Britain and copying 

the artwork of Jackson Pollack to share with parents. It's been a busy few weeks! 

This week's sports week has been a great opportunity for everyone to get out of the classroom. We have been visited by Hannah Stodel, a 

World Champion and Paraolympian sailor and as her website says a general crazy person! She was inspirational for Key Stage 1 children. Key 

Stage 2 all took on Southampton footballers in the Pro Kick Challenge, aiming to beat their best score in the inflatable goal. Sports day gave 

everyone a chance to work as a team and thank you to so many of you who came to support your child in their endeavors.  

Next half term promises to be just as action packed so we hope everyone has a good rest before returning on the 3rd June, 

Yours sincerely 

 

    Mrs W Bolton    Executive Headteacher   Mrs Z Dudley    Head of School   

Veronica Abraham Kayleigh Cotterell Izzie Holland 

Tobias Hooper Jayden Hurst Daisy Poor 

Owen Purslow Rodrigo Reis Agrela Callum Smith 

Leo Smith Jayden Sneddon Max World 

Callum Wyeth  Leah Zvaigzne 

Veronica Abraham Jamie Croydon Mohamed Dibaga 

Tobias Hooper Ryder-Jae Kempton Golds Matvejs Kudrjavcevs 

Taylen-Mai Pitt Owen Purslow Rodrigo Reis Agrela 

Leon Truman  Thomas Wood 

Mason Barnes Jessica Conroy Izzie Holland 

Kiam Parker Daisy Poor Rodrigo Reis Agrela 

 Harry Watch Leah Zvaigzne 

Lacy Houghton Talia Martin-Menditta  

Lucas Tabb   

Honey Prince Aiden Richards  



 

During this half term, the children have enjoyed investigating a wordless book 

called Flotsam. We spent time exploring the detailed images and discuss what 

the story could be. It was very interesting how a wordless book could be read 

by anyone and how you could interpret the story in your own way. We began 

looking at the meaning of the word “Flotsam” and discovered that it was  

anything floating that has been washed ashore, which explained the main 

characters unusual finding … a barnacle-encrusted underwater camera! We 

stepped into the main characters shoes and had a debate about what he 

should do with his discovery … should he keep it? Throw it back in the sea? Or 

find its owner? After a long debate, we all decided to sell it on Ebay!  

 

The children wrote fantastic descriptions of the camera using expanded noun phrases, fronted adverbials and persuasive  

language. Returning to the amazing underwater images in the book, we then chose our  

favourite and began to plan an adventure story. It was time to take on the leading role and step into the book. Carefully, we 

planned our writing and built a success criteria.  Some of us even added speech between the characters! We really enjoyed 

exploring the secrets of the flotsam camera and creating our very of narratives linked to the mysterious underwater world!   

 

After reading Flotsam, we have been finding out more about the impact of plastic pollution on oceans and marine life. We 

watched a Blue Planet Live Lesson and were really concerned to find out how an everyday material such as plastic, that we 

take for granted, can be causing so much damage. Plastic is a very useful material, but it is very hard to get rid of. When a  

plastic straw is not needed anymore, it needs to be burnt or broken down. It can’t be recycled as easily as paper, so many  

people throw them away. They end up as landfill and in the sea.  Big pieces of plastic in the sea, like plastic bags, can harm the 

creatures as turtles and dolphins can get tangled in them. Sometimes, sea creatures eat plastic as they mistake it for food. If a 

whale eats plastic, it can’t work its way through the body, so it would stay in the whale’s stomach, meaning there wouldn’t be 

enough room for food. Plastics can also start to break down into tiny pieces in the sea; this means that plastic gets into our 

food chain and lots of living creatures start to eat plastic, even you and me. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We thought about different ways we could help the situation and reduce our use of single use plastic items. We should try to 

stop using lots of plastics that could end up in the seas (even wet wipes can contain small amounts of plastic). We learnt about 

the importance of recycling and re-using things rather than throwing them away. When going shopping, we should try to think 

about what kind of packaging our items come in and remember to take a re-useable carrier bag rather than getting a new one 

at the shop. Now that summer is fast approaching, we should bring in re-useable water bottles that can be cleaned and used 

over and over again rather than plastic bottles that we may use once or twice and throw away. 

 

 

 

 

 



In Geography this term, we have been looking at the Solent. The children have 

been particularly excited about learning about Gosport, Southampton, Portsmouth 

and the Isle of Wight and looking at a range of sources to locate areas of interest. 

The children’s favourite was Google Earth as we zoomed in to take a look at their 

local area. Also, we have been detectives and used images to compare and 

contrast the 4 areas of interest and have travelled back in time to see what it was 

like 100 years ago in Portsmouth, Southampton, Gosport and the Isle of Wight. We thought carefully about whether 

it is better to live in Gosport today or back in the olden days and considered the impact the changes have had on the 

environment. We are looking forward to going to Lee on Solent next term on a trip so please keep an eye out for the 

letter that will be coming out soon. The children will have the opportunity to sketch what they see, collect data and 

collect shells for their upcoming art project.  

 

In Maths, Year 3 children have been working hard on using everyday measures. We 

have been measuring distances in millimetres, centimetres and metres, solving 

money problems and learning to tell the time. Telling the time can be very tricky 

when some clocks have hands and other clocks can show the time digitally using 12 

hours or 24 hours. Please work on telling the time at home – it would be fantastic if 

you could have a chat with your child about their daily routines, what times things 

are happening and how long events last. We have continued to work on learning 

our 3, 4 and 8 times tables and have been developing our strategies for multiplying and dividing 2 digit numbers by 1 

digit numbers. 

 

In Maths, Year 4 have been busy perfecting the formal methods for addition, subtraction, multiplication and 

division. We have been like Resi when we’ve found it tricky to solve the multi word problems. Also, we have been 

looking at Geometry. The children enjoyed our symmetry and were eager to use the mirrors to help them visual 

what it should look like. Finally, we have been looking at measure and used our knowledge to solve problems that 

were linked to The Iron Man. Please support your child with learning their times tables as they will soon be taking 

part in an online test. The children should know their times tables up to 12x. Next term, we will be revisiting 

fractions and getting used to answering questions in test conditions so they are prepared for Year 5.  

 

We also had our second National Literacy Trust event based on mythical creatures! We 

discussed different beasts from films, books, video clips, poems and even took part in 

the class lucky dip! A mysterious box in class that contained different extracts about 

unusual, legendary creatures that were read on the hour, every hour. After exploring a 

variety of magical creatures from non-fiction text, we had a chance to design our own! 

Using our creative illustrating skills, we sketched,  

labelled, named and described our fantastic beasts. The children have also now 

received their second free book from the National Literacy Trust. Please can you share 

this book with your child and listen to them read – reading unlocks all kinds of magical 

experiences for children and is an important life skill.  

 

Next term the children will be studying the Titanic through our topic, Gateways to 

the World. In this unit of work, we will be looking at the timeline of events that led 

to the sinking of the Titanic and looking closely at the rights of the passengers in 

different classes. Also, the children will be doing some creative writing to show 

how they would have felt at different times as they travelled to the ‘New World’. 

We hope your child enjoys sharing with you, their knowledge.  



       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


