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Autumn 1 

October 2019  

Dear Parents and carers, 

Here we are heading for the first half term holiday of the year having had an action packed half term in all year groups.  There 

have been school trips, residentials, great learning opportunities and a wonderful Macmillan Coffee morning which exceeded 

everyone’s expectations and raise nearly £600 for this wonderful charity. Thank you to everyone who attended. 

The next half term sees us busy with Christmas activities both provided by school and by the PTA. There will be Key Stage 1 

Nativity performances and an end of term sing along with Key Stage 2 as well as the PTA Christmas shop and Christmas fair. 

There may even be an opportunity for the Staff actors to practise their skills again for a School pantomime just before we 

break up. 

There seems to be a lot of lost property in the school at the moment, can you please make sure that you label your child’s be-

longings as it is easier to return it to them when it is named. Please talk to your child’s class teacher if your child has lost some-

thing. 

Have a great half term, 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Mrs Z Dudley    Head of School     Mrs Wendy Bolton     Executive Headteacher  

     

Jessica Conroy Chloe Davies Riley-Jay Gray 

Michael Hall Ellie Hindle Ellie Lines 

 Tyler Marshall  

Talia Martin-Menditta Max Masson Ronnie Parker 

Leo Smith Chloe Staines Logan Woodhouse 

 Kai Wyeth  

Ellie Hindle Chloe Staines Evie Tee 

 Logan Woodhouse  

David Adeyemo Frankey Hardy Tobias Hooper 

Ryder Jae Kempton-Golds Max Masson Sebastian Tait 

 Thomas Wood  

Well done to the following children who have got to outstanding at least once this half term: 

Well done to the following children who have been recognised as good learners this half term: 

Well done to the following children who have achieved bronze reading awards this half term:  



 

The children have been incredibly busy this half term and have shown great resilience as 
they’ve settled into Leopards and Elephants. We’ve watched them grow into more confident 
learners who’ve developed new friendships, challenged themselves and increased their 
independence. We’re looking forward to celebrating their successes next half term and 
supporting them to achieve their next steps in their learning journey. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In our History topic, we’ve been focusing on learning about the Stone Age. The highlight 
was visiting Butser Farm earlier this month. While we were there, we stepped back in time 
and discovered what it would have been like to live in a roundhouse. The children especially 
enjoyed learning about the animals that they would have kept on their settlement and 
discovered that unfortunately life was extremely tough. We’re sure that they came home to 
tell you about the jobs that they did while they were there such as:  building a wattle daub 
wall, digging for artefacts, constructing a fence and engraving a piece of chalk as if it was a 
cave painting. Back at school, we’ve been looking at a variety of different Stone Age 
settlements, including Skara Brae to work out how the people would have lived and what the 
challenges were and how they might have overcome these. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In English, we started by looking at ‘Gordon Star’ and looked carefully at how the main 
character settled into his new class and used this to help us create our class charters to 
make sure everything feels safe and respected in school. Next, we moved on to explore ‘The 
Tunnel’ by Anthony Browne. We looked closely at the main characters in the text and used 
drama to explore the character’s feelings, thoughts and motives before writing an inner 
monologue to show how they felt about the main events in the story. More recently, we’ve 
been investigating the ‘Stone Age Boy.’ We’ve looked carefully at the setting and have been 
practicing writing descriptive sentences. This then led us to looking at speech to help us 
write our first narrative.   



In Maths, we have been developing and deepening the children’s understanding of the 
number system between 100 and 1000. We have investigated different ways of making 
three digit numbers and estimated where these numbers would be on a blank number line. 
We have been adding and subtracting using money.  Recently, we have been working on 
learning our multiplication tables.  The children in Year 3 have been exploring the facts for 
the 2, 5, 10 and 4xs tables and the Year 4s have been consolidating their understanding of 
the 2, 5, 10, 3, 4 and 8xs tables.  Working on these tables at home as part of their 
homework will really help the children to become more fluent and recall the facts quickly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Music, the children have been learning to play African drums.  During their workshops 
they’ve learnt about rhythm, tempo and pitch and have also learnt that it’s important to 
listen to one another and collaborate like Colla.  The children are looking forward to 
performing next time for you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A few reminders: 

Please remember to listen to your child read every day and record what they have read 
in their reading record. 

Please remember to bring your PE kits in on Monday and Tuesday – it would be really 
helpful if your child’s kit is clearly labelled  

Homework is normally sent out on Fridays and should be returned by the following 
Wednesday. 

Coming up… 

Our next topic is ‘Extreme Earth – Volcanoes, Earthquakes and Floods’. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


