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Jessica Conroy Samuel Cotterell Carson Davey 

Georgie Hartley-Higgon Talia Martin-Menditta Ronnie Parker 

Daisy Poor Leo Smith Jayden Sneddon 

 Brodi  

Chloe Davies Kai Dowrick Jade Reynolds-Donnelly 

 Leah Zvaigzne  

Veronica Abraham Ella-Mae Cresdee Alisha-Joy Croucher 

Sophie-May East Tom Findlay Riley-Jay Gray 

Imogen Houghton Vincent Huang Zack Kingman 

Ellie Lines Tyler Marshall Max Masson 

John Neale Rebekah Rosenbrock Ruby Smith 

 Lucas Tabb  

Frankey Hardy Tobias Hooper Ryder-Jae Kempton Golds 

 John Neale  

Well done to the following children who have got to outstanding at least once this half term: 

Well done to the following children who have been recognised as good learners this half term: 

Well done to the following children who have achieved bronze reading awards this half term:  

Well done to the following children who have achieved silver reading awards this half term:  

Dear Parents and carers, 

We cannot believe that it is the Christmas holidays already! The children have worked extremely hard this term and we know that you will be proud, as we 

are, of their efforts in all parts of school life. This term, year 6 have been on a residential, classes have had trips out, there have been some amazing maths 

and reading sessions and of course lots of learning in class too! This half term you may have also noticed that we have had lots of road safety and bike training 

taking place. We have teamed up with Modeshift and their associated charities to help educate children regarding road safety and to also encourage children 

to become more active, (walking to school or at least 5 minutes from school). We have had a Be Bright Be Seen hi-vis and light equipment sale, a Be Bright Be 

Seen assembly, children from Years R and 1 have had strider bike training. 

Teachers have been working closely across the Federation and we had a fantastic Federation morning where the House Teams worked together to create 

display for Remembrance. Everyone enjoyed this and we have another one booked for the spring. 

The children have surpassed themselves again with fantastic performances both during the Nativity plays, the Key Stage 2 Christmas singalong and the     

Makaton choir signing and singing at both Bridgemary Church to Fareham Live at Home Group and as part of the PTA Christmas Coffee afternoon. A lot of 

hard work goes into these performances by the children and the staff, many thanks to everyone who contributed to the performances this year and to the 

many parents who supported their children as well. 

The PTA have been spreading their own Christmas joy during the last couple of weeks, running a Christmas shop, a coffee afternoon and the disco. They have 

already raised a fantastic amount of money for the children of Holbrook and we would like to thank them for all of the time and energy they put into running 

such events. All of the money raised goes back into the school and we are so grateful to everyone who takes part and supports the school in this way. 

We have been able to see all of the children at work in class and have been very pleased with their approach to learning. They are enthusiastic and rightly 

pleased to share their work. Our visit from Ofsted declared us to be a “good” school and the report reflects the hard work and dedication by all of the staff in 

our school. 

Finally, can we wish you and your families a restful and peaceful Christmas and a prosperous New Year. Although Mrs Dudley will be at Alverstoke Junior 

School during the Spring term, Holbrook will never be far from her thoughts.  Keep safe over the holidays and we look forward to seeing you all back on   

January 7th 2020. 

Happy Christmas! 

 

Mrs Bolton  Mrs Dudley 



The children in Year 3 and 4 have continued to work incredibly hard in the second half of the Autumn 
term and are ready for a well-deserved break over the Christmas holidays. 

In Art this half term, the children have been inspired by the cave paintings created by Stone Age 
people. They used natural materials to paint images on the walls of their caves. 

 

 

 

 

 

The children went into the school grounds to find the sort of materials that Stone Age artists might 
have used. We collected samples of mud, leaves and coloured petals. In addition, we had some 
strawberries, blueberries and raspberries. We created our own paint colours by crushing up chalk 
and charcoal and adding some of these natural items. The children experimented with using sticks or 
their fingers to paint with because paintbrushes hadn’t been invented yet! Stone Age painting was 
messy but fun! 

The children then went on to learn about Carol Nelson. She is an artist from modern times who likes 
to use natural colours and textures in her work. We created our own textured paint by adding things 
like glitter, sand, salt or glue to the paint. Then we applied all of our knowledge and skills and began 
to work on our final pieces of Art. We used masking tape and cut out stencils of hands to mark off 
sections of the page. These sections would not get painted. This is known as ‘negative space’. Then we 
mixed secondary paint colours and added black to create shades or added white to create tints. Once 
we had filled in all of the sections on our page with different colours, we left the paint to dry. 
Finally, we removed the masking tape and here are our finished pieces of abstract Art. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In our Geography topic, we have been learning all about volcanoes. A volcano is an opening in the 
Earth’s crust that allows magma, hot ash and gases to escape. Volcanoes can look like mountains or 
small hills, depending on what type they are. When magma reaches the surface of the Earth, it is 
called lava and comes out of the volcano as a volcanic eruption, along with gases and ash. We have 
developed our research skills to help us retrieve facts and information about volcanoes.  

In English, we have also enjoyed reading ‘The Firework Maker’s Daughter’ by Philip Pulman. The main 
character, Lila, had to visit a volcano to seek out the secret ingredient from the fire fiend for 
making fireworks and then she had to put on the best firework display ever in order to save her 
father’s life. Lila showed great resilience and determination to complete her quest. 

 

 

 

 

 

In Maths, we have been developing and deepening the children’s understanding of fractions. We have 
been adding and subtracting fractions with the same denominators and comparing fractions. 
Recently, we have been working on learning more about the properties of 2D and 3D shapes and we 
have been learning about how to present statistics in tables and bar charts. 



 

Thank you so very much to those parents and carers who have been able to join us at some of the 
events that we have offered to you this half term. Miss Price was really pleased to see so many of 
you at the Maths workshop where she explained some of the strategies and methods that the 
children use when adding and subtracting. Lots of you join us regularly before school on Tuesdays for 
our ‘Open Doors, Open Books’ reading drop ins and we hope that you enjoyed our recent Christmas 
reading event where you had the chance to read some instructions for making Christmas crafts. We 
were also incredibly proud of how much progress the children have made in their African drumming 
skills – they were fantastic when they performed their pieces of music at our recent ‘Listen to Me’ 
concert. 

 

A few reminders: 

Please remember to listen to your child read every day and record what they have read in their 
reading record. 

Please remember to bring your PE kits in on Monday and Tuesday – it would be really helpful if 
your child’s kit is clearly labelled  

Homework is normally sent out on Fridays and should be returned by the following Wednesday. 
Learning multiplication and division facts and how to tell the time are really useful skills that you 

can help your child with at home. 
Please encourage your child to use Times Tables Rockstars. (https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth/

school/student). Please remember to change the school name when you log in – if you type in 
‘holb’, a list of schools will then appear – please select Holbrook Primary School, Gosport 
before entering your child’s login details. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coming up… 

When we come back to school in the New Year, we will be learning about magnets and their effects in 
Science. We will be making moving monsters using pneumatics in DT. Some children in Year 4 are also 
getting very excited about their up-coming residential visit to Fairthorne Manor. 

 

 

 

 

 

Best wishes for a joyful holiday and we look forward to seeing you all in the New Year. 

 

Year 3 and 4 Team. 

 

https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth/school/student
https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth/school/student



