
Congratulations:  

Well done to the following children who have got to outstanding at least once this half term: 

 

 

 

 

Well done to the following children who have been recognised as good learners this half term: 

 

Well done to the following children who have achieved bronze reading award this half term:  

 

Well done to the following children who have achieved silver reading award this half term:  

 

Well done to the following children who have achieved gold reading award this half term:  

 

Well done to for achieving super platinum this half term. 

 

 

Spring term 1 

February 2019 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

Here is the latest newsletter from school, keeping you up to date with everything your child has been up to since we returned 

to school in January.  

Well done to some of the Year 4 children who visited Fairthorne Manor in January, demonstrating their “give it a go” attitude 

when climbing tall walls, trying to light fires or completing low rope courses. Lots of Holbrook children demonstrate a “give it a 

go” attitude in their learning whether they are in Year R trying Chinese food to celebrate the Chinese New Year, making        

pancakes in Year 2 or visiting Meon Cross school to work with the poet Brian Moses as some of our talented writers in Year 5 

and 6 have recently done. 

I always enjoy celebrating those of our children who show Magna and give it a go, pushing themselves to try new 

things or to improve themselves and their work further.  

Share a tray afternoon returns on Thursday 7th March. This was an extremely popular event last year-it is an opportunity to 

sit with your child and look at their books together.  

I hope the children enjoy their week away from school and return ready for the next half term. 

 

 

 

Mrs Z Dudley 

Head of School 
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Welcome to the Spring Newsletter from Year 5/6. We hope the year has started 
positively, the children’s learning is already well under way and we are fast 
approaching half way through the school year now! 

We ended the last term with some fantastic writing based on 
“Letters from Father Christmas” which the children really 
excelled at. This term we have been working on Frankenstein 
- writing instructions for building a monster and descriptions 
of some of the more nerve-wracking sections of Mary Shelley’s 
famous tale. More recently, we have also started work on 
Macbeth, which will be ongoing, maintaining our “horror” 
theme too. This topic has  also been woven through our work 
in dance, with Mr Plow carefully choreographing another 
spooky themed dance compilation which the children 
continue to enjoy.  

The children have been continuing their work on a range of Maths topics, including 
calculations, shape and algebra. This is alongside our continuing drive to help all 
children to learn their times tables up to 12s, which are vital to their success in the 
subject.  

In Science, the children have been exploring vision, including how our eyes work 
and how best to look after them as well. Practically, we also had a go at creating 
periscopes, which were tricky to make but excellent fun to use peering around 
corners in school. 

Many of you will have also seen the excellent DT Bridge Building that materialised 
at the end of the term, with children creating some 
wonderful, working models of lift bridges from 
around the world. Many were finished to such an 
excellent standard, that they are now on display in 
the hall and library too, so keep your eyes peeled for 
them if you are in school. 

In History, we have been exploring the sometimes gruesome nature of crime and 
punishment over the centuries, including whether such 
punishments were appropriate. There have been 
fabulous discussions based on this,  showing maturity and 
a sensible approach to the topics along the way. 



This coming term, for Year 6 children in particular, there will be a continuing focus 
on preparing for the SATs tests in May, however, the Year 5’s will also benefit from 
this drive, helping them to improve their skills too. 

This term, in English we are working on the Shakespeare play 
script Macbeth, which we are hoping to perform several scenes 
from as well (more details to follow we hope!). We are also 
going to be looking at a new text, “The Arrival” which the 
children will be writing creatively about in as we move through 
the Spring. 

In Maths, our main focus will be improving all children’s abilities 
with their reasoning, explaining their work clearly and 
attempting to demonstrate their knowledge of the topics covered so far this year. 
This will be increasingly reflected in the homework for children too, to give them 
an opportunity to tackle these further. 

In ICT, using Scratch, pupils will be designing and coding working crab mazes, Pac
-Man style, which the children can be working on at home online too. In keeping 
with this, we will continue to strengthen our E-Safety knowledge, including 
support from our local PCSO team too. Later in the term, in DT we will be 
continuing our woodworking and mechanics work, creating moving fairground 

rides with electronics. Many of the children are already 
planning great things with regard to this and we are 
sure that the outcomes will be equally as creative as 
their bridges were! P.E continues to comprise both 
Dance and outdoor games, so it may be useful to ensure 
that children continue to have a set of tracksuit bottoms 

in their bag, for the colder weather. 

As we move towards the SATs we would like to re-emphasise the importance of 
the children getting suitable sleep each day as we know 
what a positive impact this can have on the children as 
they tackle the trickier work. We would also like to thank 
you all for your continuing support...   

 
 

The Year 5/6 Team 


