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Autumn 1 

October 2019 

Dear Parents and carers, 

Here we are heading for the first half term holiday of the year having had an action packed half term in all year groups.  There 

have been school trips, residentials, great learning opportunities and a wonderful Macmillan Coffee morning which exceeded 

everyone’s expectations and raise nearly £600 for this wonderful charity. Thank you to everyone who attended. 

The next half term sees us busy with Christmas activities both provided by school and by the PTA. There will be Key Stage 1 

Nativity performances and an end of term sing along with Key Stage 2 as well as the PTA Christmas shop and Christmas fair. 

There may even be an opportunity for the Staff actors to practise their skills again for a School pantomime just before we 

break up. 

There seems to be a lot of lost property in the school at the moment, can you please make sure that you label your child’s  

belongings as it is easier to return it to them when it is named. Please talk to your child’s class teacher if your child has lost 

something. 

Have a great half term, 

Yours faithfully, 

 

                                      Mrs Z Dudley    Head of School     Mrs Wendy Bolton     Executive Headteacher   

Ollie Bagnall Daisy Carby Alesha Dent 

Harvey-Lee Gay Mason Gray Tye Harrop 

Jayden Hurst Apryl Orchard Crystal Reid 

Rodrigo Reis Agrela Aiden Richards Joshua Sims 

Jaye Stanton  Mia Woodhouse 

Oscar Ali Ollie Bagnall Abigail Ginn 

Donna Grimshaw Apryl Orchard Honey Prince 

Crystal Reid Layla Smith Alfie Tume 

   

Katie Blackman Eden Hiscock Lacy Houghton 

Ashadelle Jackson Maggie Miles Kiam Parker 

Honey Prince Erica Serban Leighton West 

 Mia Woodhouse  

Well done to the following children who have got to outstanding at least once this half term: 

Well done to the following children who have been recognised as good learners this half term: 

Well done to the following children who have achieved bronze reading awards this half term:  



Welcome back to the newsletters sharing with you what the children have been 
doing this half term and what is coming up in the next. As usual, the term has been 
extremely busy with a lot going on!  

In English, the children have studied ‘The Lost Adventure” - a fantastic book that 
combined amazing stories of danger and excitement alongside how to survive the 
extreme events.  Now we know how to survive falling through ice or 
being sucked down by quicksand!  Not only that, the children can 
describe the feeling of walking through a tropical jungle. Some of these 
descriptions have allowed the adults to imagine this. Recently, we have 
begun to read “The Giant’s Necklace”.  This has helped the children 

develop their inference skills and their predictions have been very 
interesting to hear.  This wonderful book is building up to an 
unexpected climax! 

This term we have been able to block our Foundation subjects which 
has meant that the children are able to become experts in these areas.  We started 
with Mountains.  The children studied how to compare mountain ranges in this 
country and across the world.  They studied the impact of tourism on 
these mountains—both physically and by human impact.  After this, the 
children designed some energy bars that they could eat while they 
climbed these tall and dangerous mountains.  A lot of fun was had by all 
and some of the bars were delicious—some of the dried fruit combinations were 
interesting and unusual!   

We have had some great fun mixing various substances in Science. 
It’s amazing what can be done with some milk, food colouring and 
washing up liquid.  

We have also included aspects of British Values throughout the term 
with discussion about tolerance, democracy (class charters and Young Governors) 
and laws.  We have also had our local PCSO come to talk about knife 
safety and we have held an assembly on e-safety. 

This year for the first time, the Year 6 went on their Residential to 
Runways End. An amazing time was had by all with some fantastic 

activities taking place; archery, high ropes, kayaking campfire stories and 
lots of other exciting times.  They all came back shattered but smiling! T he 
Year 6 children who did not go spent the week kayaking, wall climbing 
and having a judo lesson. They made cakes to sell to raise money for 
GAFIRS and donated over £100—an amazing effort.  

Well done to all our Year 6s and our Year 5s who continued to work hard 
throughout the week.  



After half term, we start our build-up towards Christmas.  

We will be  studying a new book to us—The James Drake Equation and then later 
on towards Christmas, that classic “A Christmas Carol”.  We are sure both books will 
continue to inspire the children resulting in some amazing writing.  

The children will be continuing to follow the Maths curriculum 
including developing their reasoning skills whilst applying their 
mathematical knowledge in a variety of contexts.  Please continue to 
encourage your child to learn their tables as this will help in all aspects 
of their maths.   

RE will be looking at Sacred Places and how different religions celebrate their 
faith.  Then we will study the Christmas story comparing two gospel 
stories of Jesus’ birth. 

History is will be studying Baghdad 900—Was Islam a shining light in 
the darkness?  This is a new topic for 5/6 and we are looking forward 

to discussing and researching more into this topic especially as it is 
fascinating to see how other civilisations developed while England was still 
living in the dark ages.  

In Art, we will be linking with our Science topic and will be drawing M.C Escher’s 
Spheres.  The children will be holding an art gallery to share their outcomes with 
you.  

In Science, we will be studying the very popular topic of Earth and Space.  The 
children will be deciding if the planet that they live on is suitable for an alien to live 
on and survive.  This links with both our Art topics and also Music.  Also as part of 
this topic, Explorer Dome will be coming into school.  This gives the children a great 
opportunity to study the night sky and look in more detail at the planets of our 
Solar System.  This should help them when they decide what is important for their 
alien to survive.  

On the first Friday back (8.11.19), the children will be taking in their 
first Federated Team morning to commemorate those who fought 
and fell during war. S ome children will be going to Bedenham and 
some pupils from there will be joining us here. 

On the 14th November an author is coming into school to share their 
skills on how to write exciting stories.  Our first reading event of the year 
is on the 4th December when parents will be invited to read Christmas 
themed texts with their children.  We also have the Fire Service coming 
in to share how we can keep safe in the home as well as outside.  



       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


