
Congratulations:  
Well done to     on becoming roaring reader this half term:  
 
 
The following children have become roaring reader for the 2nd time this academic year:                         
 
 
 
 
The following children have become roaring reader for the 3rd time this academic year:  
 
 
 
 
The following children have become a reading champion this half term:     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Bedenham Primary School 
Summer Term 2, July 2019 - Year 5 newsletter 

Dear Parents and Carers 

I cannot believe that it is the summer holidays already! The children have worked extremely 

hard this year and I know that you will be proud, as we are, of their efforts in all parts of 

school life. This term, we have had a residential, a sleep over, trips out, sports day, a very 

successful summer fair and of course lots of learning in class too! Our visit from Ofsted        

declared us to be a “good” school and the report reflects the hard work and dedication by 

all staff in our school. I have been able to meet children in class and I have been very 

pleased with their approach to learning. They are enthusiastic and rightly pleased to share 

their work. They are excited, as we are about the coming year and all that it brings. We 

have started some work across the Federation and I will bring you more news of this in the 

autumn. The children have been superb in helping us shape our vision. I would like to take 

this opportunity to say a huge thank you for your continued support in your child’s            

education. Keep safe over the summer and we look  forward to seeing you all back on      

September 5th. 

Warm regards 

 

Talan Aitken-Cooper Archie Gasser Anneliese Smith 

 Maisie Hughes Francis   

Maisie Hughes - Francis 

Daniel Bradley Turner Lauren Burns Archie Gasser  

Talan Aitken - Cooper Connor Mills 



It seems amazing that we have reached the end of the final term in Year 
5 – but here we are! This half term has been as busy as ever. We           
completed our Viking unit by looking at where Vikings settled in England 
and the dramatic battle that took place between the Anglo-Saxons and 
Vikings. The children did some lovely writing explaining how King Alfred 
defended Wessex from the Vikings. Finally we explored the legacy that 
Vikings left in England that we can still see evidence of today, such as 
place names and words that are still commonly used in our language. In 
English, we started the half term with a unit inspired by the book ‘Until I 
Met Dudley’. This picture book really helped the children to address their 
difficulties with formal and informal tone for writing. Within the book, every other page is a         
child-like explanation for how different everyday items work, with the alternate pages being 
proper scientific explanations. The children enjoyed selecting their own items to research and 
write about in a formal tone, as well as coming up with some wild and wacky ideas for the informal 
sections! In the latter part of the half term we have been studying ‘Pig-Heart Boy’ in English, 
which linked to our topic of ‘Making Healthy Choices’. Within this book, the main character faces 
a life-changing dilemma and the children have shown some really mature thoughts and opinions as 

they have debated his choices.  

As part of the ‘Making Healthy Choices’ topic, we have 
had two DT days focusing on designing and making our 
own healthy smoothies. The children loved the                 
opportunity to taste test several smoothies already on 
the market, weighing up their different merits, before 
deciding on a recipe of their own. They showed a really 
sensible attitude in learning safe cutting techniques for 
their fruit and vegetables and the highlight of course 
was in the tasting! As part of the unit, the children also 
thought about how to market their product effectively 

and about whether they would make a decent profit! In maths we have had a particular focus on 
fractions again, concentrating on the four operations of + - x ÷ in sums involving fractions. The 
children have done really well at picking up new methods and applying these to problems. We         
ended the year with a focus on time. The children consolidated telling the time accurately on        
analogue and digital clocks in both 12 and 24 hour. They also solved problems involving time and 
using timetables.  

We were lucky to have nice weather for our Sports Day this year, which the children really          
enjoyed. The children took part in various races as well as other activities, such as netball shots, 
vortex and water relays. They all worked hard to improve their scores and support each other 
while they were doing so. For our RE unit this half term we looked at the concept of Dukkha 
(suffering) within the religion of Buddhism. We had interesting discussions about the varying        
levels of suffering and how Buddhists overcome these issues. To fully understand, we looked at 
the main principles behind the religion and the way they choose to live their lives. 

The children have been really engaged in their art unit this half term. We focussed on sketching 
and drawing figures in proportion. WE started by using basic shapes to create the general shape 
of the body and played around with how to draw people in different positions. We could see great 
improvement as the children had a chance to practise and evaluate their own work and how they 
felt they could improve. They then used different techniques to shade and create depth to their 
art work. We were really impressed with the results. 

We wish everyone all the best for the final year ahead at Bedenham and hope you all have a fun 
and restful holiday.  



The Paterson Cup. 
The Paterson Cup is awarded to one pupil in each class for the ‘most improved pupil’. The following 
children have been awarded the Paterson Cup this year for the specific reasons  noted: 

Isabella Cowling, 
Puffins 

Isabella has made lots of progress this year in all areas of the curriculum. At the beginning of the year, she 
found coming into school tricky and she would often cry and refuse to come through the door. She now 
comes in confidently and enjoys participating in all of her lessons. She has made lots of progress in English, 
particularly with her handwriting and organisation of ideas. In Maths, she has taken on ever challenge set 
and she has become increasingly confident when showing her understanding in different ways. We are so 
proud of Isabella and we know she will  continue to thrive in Year 3. Well done! 

Caitlin Austin, 
Cutty Sark 

Caitlin has been an absolute pleasure to teach this year. She is polite,  well-mannered and a great role   
model. She has faced some challenges but is always determined to succeed. She has built lovely               
relationships with her teachers and her class peers and is always caring and thoughtful towards others. She 
has grown in confidence and it has been lovely to watch her flourish this year. We are so proud of Caitlin 
and wish her every success as she moves to secondary school.   

Zain Hallett,   
Angelfish  

Zain has made lots of progress over the school year in all areas. Zain was in my class last year but he found 
participating in all aspects of the school day tricky. He used to be a reluctant to write and found art      
challenging. This year he has gone from strength to strength and his attitude and enthusiasm for learning 
has sky-rocketed. He is so positive and gives everything a good go, even art! English is now one of his       
favourite lesson and he loves to write. We are so proud of Zain  and know he will continue to do so well in 
Year 3 because he works so hard. Well done! 

Oliver Wilson, 
Otters 

Oliver has developed a fantastic attitude to learning over the last year.  He has a very curious mind, always 
looking for patterns and asking questions about his learning. He always tries his best in every task, whether 
it be a pass in netball or a balanced  argument in English.  He is kind, respectful and helps the other        
children. We are all very pleased and proud of Oliver's progress and we wish him every success in Year 4.  

Grayson Marcus, 
Coral Reef 

Grayson is a completely different little boy to the one who started in September. He has matured and 
grown into a kind, thoughtful little boy. He found settling into school and the new routines and expectations 
very difficult. He put extra pressure on himself as he wanted everything he did to be perfect and found it 
hard to deal with emotions. Throughout the year he has learnt to cope with change, persevered when faced 
with challenges and now talks about and manages his own feelings. We are so incredibly proud of how far he 
has come this year and know he'll be amazing in Year 1.  

Layla Allen,    
Victory 2 

Layla has consistently impressed us this year with her excellent attitude to learning. She always listens and 
engages in class discussions, no matter what the subject is. She is an excellent role model to those around 
her and shows a sensible and mature way of thinking. Layla shows a great willingness to learn and always 
does her best to improve. It has been really lovely to teach Layla this year and we wish her the best of luck 
as she moves in to Year 6. 

Liam Briggs,  
Warrior 

Liam has made tremendous progress throughout the course of the year. He is an extremely polite and     
well-mannered young man and is most certainly a great role model to others around school. Although a quiet 
young man, he is a kind, trustworthy and thoughtful friend and his sense of humour never fails to bring a 
smile to our faces. Liam works hard across all subjects, has a willingness to learn and accepts any           
challenges that he is faced with. We are so incredibly proud of him and wish him every success as he moves 
to secondary school.  

Harrison Thomson, 
Clownfish 

Harrison started this year with a bit of a bump. He now finds making good choices easy. He has worked 
tirelessly to improve in all areas of the curriculum as well as to improve his behaviour. Harrison is going to 
go into year 3 more than ready to be successful. 

Ryan Horne,   
Victory 1 

At the beginning of the year, Ryan found it really tricky to enjoy school and engage with his learning. 
Through the year, however, we have seen such an amazing change in Ryan. He has worked really hard on  
facing     challenging situations and communicating what he is feeling. He has made fantastic progress in 
reading in particular and uses this knowledge to help him select interesting vocabulary for his writing too. 

Leon Brocklesby, 
Penguins 

Leon has made fantastic progress this year both in his learning and his attitude towards school.  Leon has 
shown great resilience and perseverance when faced with new challenges - it has been a pleasure to teach 
Leon over the last few years and watch him grow and mature into the young man he is today.  We all wish 
him the best of luck  in his new school. 

Keeley Allen,  
Dolphins 

Keeley has impressed us with the stoic determination she has displayed in all areas this year. She has       
fantastic learning behaviours and applies these all day, every day.  She always comes in positive and ready 
to learn.  This has led to her making excellent    progress.  She readily takes all advice offered to make 
great progress.  She listens and intently appears to have a mind set where the harder she finds something, 
the more determined she becomes. We are so pleased to have seen Keeley's confidence really flourish this 
year and we know she is ready to continue to do herself proud in Year 5. 

Isabelle Slate, 
Seals 

Isabelle has really blossomed in confidence since joining Year 4. In smaller groups, Isabelle   regularly puts 
her hand up to answer questions. Isabelle is increasingly helpful towards the other children and is a        
wonderful friend. She has made fantastic progress in her spelling, reading and handwriting this year. We 
wish you all the best in Year 5. 



This cup is awarded to one pupil who has shown 100% effort and commitment in  

everything s/he does all year and we’d like to congratulate: 

 

Marshall Ferguson-Vine 
Who has been selected for this award for being a fantastic role model to 

others, for listening to advice to improve his work and for always striving to 
achieve his very best. He is well-mannered, trustworthy and polite in        

everything he does. He should feel incredibly proud of his achievements 
throughout his time with us at Bedenham because we certainly are! 

The Mrs Sullivan Memorial Cups are awarded to one child in each key stage for 
sporting effort: 

KS1:  Tyrone Smith, Puffins 

KS2: Anneliese Smith 

Kyra Baker Cutty Sark Rhys Jones Otters 
Matilda Bassindale Seals Briony Long Otters 
Poppy Bassindale Coral Reef Thomas Newman Victory 1 
Jude Caddick Warrior Kasper Ostapowicz Angelfish 
Abigail Crisp Otters Adelle Webster Dolphins 
Lleyton Hawkes Dolphins     



           News and Views 

BSA:  

Our Summer Fayre was very successful raising £564.25. Thank you to 
all for supporting this event. We held the last of our disco's for this         
academic year and said goodbye to Year 6. We wish them well at      
Secondary school. The disco's were well attended with all enjoying the 
party games and dancing. 
In June we were very pleased to donate £3,000 to the school to go     

towards the new library. This money was raised by holding various events such as 
disco's and fayres. Your support is very much appreciated as the money we raise 
allows the school to provide extra things for your children that doesn't come     
within the school budget. Everyone is welcome to the BSA/PTA and we still need 
more members to help plan and run events. We meet once a month on a Thursday 
for an hour. (3.30pm-4.30pm). You can bring your children and they play whilst we 
chat. Even if you can't make the meetings and wish to help now and again please 
give your name and contact details to the office. 
A date for your diary. Next meeting Thursday 12th September 2019 

Events:  (All dates are subject to change) 

4th Sept: INSET Day 

5th Sept: School reopens 

6th Sept: New YR Stay and Play  

16th Sept: New Year R’s start full time 

20th Sept: Year 5 camp out 

24th Sept: Year R parent lunch 

27th Sept: McMillian Coffee afternoon 

7th October: Year 6 residential 

14th October: INSET Day 

18th October: Harvest Festival 

23rd Oct: Individual school photos 

25th Oct: Last day of half term 

4th Nov: School reopens 


