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Federation Newsletter No. 1 (11th September 2020) 

 
 

Dear parents and carers- welcome back! 
 
It is so lovely to be back in school and working with the 
children finally, even if it is still very different!  
 
I hope you have been reassured by all of the smiling 
faces at the end of each day. All of our staff are 
working hard to ensure that your children are kept safe 
in all that they do, whilst making their learning as 
enjoyable as possible. We have already been able to 
send postcards home for great learning. Thank you for 
your patience during the start and end of the day- the 
adults and the children are getting used to new routines 
and I am sure we will speed up in time for winter. 
 
Photo of children learning or doing something fun 
 
We have started our school improvement work and that 
includes updating our website. We hope to launch this 
very soon and, in the meantime, we will be using email. 
Please contact the office if you are unsure about 
anything- we are here to help and support you in your 
child’s learning. 
 
My second hip is due to be replaced at the end of 
September (yes, I am being rebuilt- slowly). Due to 
Covid, I am working at home for 2 weeks from 23rd 
September in isolation (I will have some understanding 
on all of you who had to shield.) Following the 
operation, I expect to be back as soon as I can. In the 
meantime, Mrs Wood at Bedenham and Mrs Tomkins 
at Holbrook will continue to provide day-to-day 
leadership. I look forward to seeing you all again soon. 
 

Warmest regards 
Wendy Bolton 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

This week at Bedenham,  
we have started to see a little 
normality; Rocksteady has 
started again on a Tuesday 
morning, and our breakfast 
club is proving popular.  
Remember that it starts from 
7.30am and costs £1.50 for a 
healthy breakfast. I have just 
ordered some new games for 
the children too.  Our new 
reception children have 
started, albeit part-time, and 
what a fabulous little bunch of 
people they are! They are 
certainly enjoying the 
fantastic new environment in 
Bears.  We managed to raise 
£600 towards this through your generous donations- thank 
you so much! I also managed to secure £1000 funding from 
our local council through cllr. Philpott.  I have included 
some photos of the Bears environment so you can see the 
changes. 
  
Can I remind you that we can only have one adult to drop 
off and pick up; please leave the premises promptly so we 
can stay as safe as possible?  Thank you all for being so 
understanding through this difficult time.  
Caroline Wood 
Head of School Bedenham  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What a wonderful first week we have had at Holbrook 
Primary School.  It has been an absolute delight to see all 
the children back in school, happy and enjoying be back 
amongst their friends.  Over this week, we have welcomed 
our new Bears into school, who have settled beautifully into 
the school life and have already been producing some 
fantastic work! We have managed to raise over £1000 for 
our new outside area, so we are excited to start spending 
this money on brand new equipment and resources.  Thank 
you to anyone who donated to our ‘Just Giving’ page, it is 
going to make a huge difference to our Early Years 
provision. This week has also seen the return of all our 
Penguins, in the brand new provision.  The environment is 
wonderful, with their own outside area and lots of space 
inside. 
Rocksteady has started again on a Thursday afternoon, 
and our breakfast club is proving popular.  Remember that 
it starts from 7.30am and costs £1.50 for a healthy 
breakfast.  
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Thank you to everyone for following our guidance on 
dropping off and picking up your children.  It has enabled to 
keep a safe distance between all adults and children, both 
in the playground and in school.  Just a reminder, that you 
need to leave the school premise promptly after drop off 
and pick up times and only be on  

 
 
the playgroup for your allocated times.  This will allow us to 
avoid congregating.  Also, can we make sure children are 
not playing on the trim trail equipment before and after 
school, as this has to be cleaned down after each use.  
Many thanks for your support at this difficult time.  Please 
don’t hesitate to come and speak to me if you have any 
concerns. 
Rachelle Tomkins 
Acting Deputy Head Holbrook 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Diary Dates 

 
23rd October:  INSET DAY 

30th September:  Harvest Festival 

13th October: School nurse in to do Flu Immunisation Programme  

22nd October:  Last day of half term  

2nd November: INSET DAY 

3rd November:  School reopens 

10th November:  Individual Photos 

11th November:  Remembrance day 

16th November:  Odd Sock Day 

20th November:  Children in Need 

4th January 2021:  INSET DAY 

19th April 2021:  INSET DAY 


